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CHAPTER I.
THE REVOLT IN THE SCHOOL.

There was a buuing as of a hive of bees in the little
North Carolina schoolhouse.
Two score boys and girls of all ages from eight to eighteen w.ere poring over their books studying their lessons.
uddenly there came the sharp rap of a ferrule on a deal
de k.
. There was instant silence among the forty boys and
_
gnls.
The schoolmaster, a tall, severe-looking young man of
twenty-two or three said in a rasping voice :
"First class in geography come forward."
Six boys and nearly as many girls left their desks and
took seats on a long low bench in front of the little platform where the schoolmaster sat.
"Phyllis Brown, where do you live?"
"In North Carolina," said a big girl at the end of the
line.
"Phoebe Willis, where is North Carolina?"
"North of South Carolina, soui:_li of Virginia, and bordered by the Atlantic Ocean."
"Eunice Standish, what does North Carolina belong
to?"
"The United States of America."
"Randall Willia.ms, who is the ruler of North Carolina?"
"The governor and the pe?ple," said a tall, fine-looking
boy at the farther end of the bench.
"Wrong!" snapped the schoolmaster. "The King of
England rules the Carolinas and all the states. Now, then,
who rules these states, formerly colonies?"
"'l'be people," said the boy, firmly.
"Wrong. We are subjects of the King. Now, then,
answer."
"We are a free people since the Declaration, and we are
fighting to maintain our freedom."
The ferrule came down with a thump which made som€
of the smaller boys start.
"Stand up, sir!" sharply.
The boy stood up.
"Now, then, repeat: We are subjects of King George
III, and owe allegiance to him alone."
'l'he boy kept his lips firmly closed.
"Repeat it, I say!" sternly.
"I will not!" slowly and firmly. "We are not subjects
of the King. We have thrown off the yoke of the tyrant.
The Continental Congress, the legislature, and the people,
they rule the country."
The schoolmaster's brow grew black.
"Come here!"
1Tbe boy obeyed.
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"Hold out your hand!"
Again obedien{!e.
The schoolmaster rose, took the extended hand:, and
Etru ck it a sharp blow with the ferrule. The boy never winced.
Twice ·was the blow repeated, but the boy remained
silent.
"Now, then, answer correctly!" snapped the s~boolmaster.
"I have!" said the boy defiantly. "We are a free people,
and King George does not and never shall rule us, and
you know it!"
The schoolmaster's face grew livid.
H e was about to strike again, when the boy pulled away
his hand.
"Class, answer!" the schoolmaster snapped. "Who rules
the states?"
"The people!" said the three girls who had first answered.
'rhe others, except Randall, who said nothing, answered
as directed.
"Phyllis Brown, why do you answer that way?" stridently.
"Because that is correct."
"It is not correct! Step forward! Hold out your
hand!"
Then the boy spoke.
"Phineas Doggett," he said, "if you strike that girl,
I'll knock you down!"
"'rhis is rank insubordination!"
"It is not. It is resistance to tyranny."
The schoolmaster, stubborn and unthinking, struck the
girl's hand, which he had suddenly seized.
'l'he boy instantly kept his word.
Flying at the schoolmaster, be knocked him down, sending him reeling across his desk.
There was an instant tumult.
The smaller children began to cry and to crawl under
their desks.
Some of the larger ones rallied around Randall and the
three big girls.
Others hissed and raised a shout £or the King.
All order was at an end for the moment.
The schoolmaster picked himself up and seized a heavier ruler.
At that moment two boys, older than any in the school,
entered at the rear.
They wore homespun suits and three-cornered hats, and
seemed to be more than ordinary boys.
"What is the trouble, schoolmaster?" asked one.
There was some sort 0£ order as the newcomers advanced.
"It is none of your affair. li'am master here, and I mean

'

THE Ll.13ER'l'Y BOYS AT REEDY FORK.

I

"11 e ,rill r esume our lessons," said the master, weakto show this sancy rebel that I am. I will have no interening at last. "Class is dismissed. First clas in spelling."
ference from outsiders!" sharply.
Then Dick Slater and Bob Estabrook, liis first lieu"I have no wish i:p interfere with discipline. I am in
left the schoolhouse, and the buzzing of the boys
tenant,
cause
·the
know
to
like
would
I
Still,
fact.
in
it,
of
favor
and girls over their work was the only sound heard.
of the disturbance. Will you tell me, miss?" to Phyllis.
·
"ifr. Doggett struck me, and Randall Williams, that
as
just
boy at the end o.f the bench, knocked him down,
he said he would."
CHAPTER IL
"Why did Mr. Doggett strike you?"
rightthe
is
king
the
that
say
not
"Because I would
TAMING THE TORY BULLIE .
ful ruler of these states."
"Who is?" quietly.
"Do you think he will heed, Dick?" asked Bob, as the
"The people and their representatives in Congress and
two boys walked from the schoolhouse to the road where
\
the Legislature."
t 11' 0 fine horses were tethered.
"Correct!" and half the school cheered.
One was a beautiful, coal-black Arabian, riLlden by Dick
"Let me tell you, sir," snarled Phineas Doggett, "that
the other being a :fine animal, but inierior to the
Slater,
I won't have any such rebel heresy taught in my school." fir8t.
"Are those the instructions of the school board?"
The schoolhouse was in the northern part of the state,
<l_uietly.
not very far from the Dan River, then greatly overflown,
"I don't give a rap for the school board! I am not the time being the month of February in the year 1781.
teaching any such treason as that."
Cornwallis was then at Hillsboro, in the Orange dis''It is not treason, it is the truth! We are a free peo- trict, and from here. he directed his various commanders,
ple, and the king of England is a usurper and a tyrant. Tarleton, Webster, Pyle, and others, being determined to
What have you been doing for the last five or six years establish British supremacy in the Carolinas.
not to know this? Have you been asleep?"
From Hillsboro he had issued a proclamation, ealhng
"Lea\'e this room, sir! I will not be interfered with. upon all loyal subjects to hasten to his standard with
By what authority--"
their arms and ten days' provisions, to assist in suppress"The anthority given by heaven to every right-minded ing the remains of rebellion and re-establishing good ord')r
patriot to uphold what is just and right. You are ex- and constitutional government.
ceeding your authority in teaching these children to susGeneral Greene, in command of the patriol\; army, was at
tain a tyrant. Your school board shall know of this."
i.his time on the north side of the Dan, waiting for it to
"Who are you? I'd like to know," sneeringly.
subside, so that he might cross, and carry the war into
J
"I? I am a patriot. One who knows what is right, and the Carolinas.
means to uphold it."
The Liberty Boys, a band of one hundred patriot
"Teacher!" cried a white-headed boy in a corner, "that's youths, were with General Greene.
Dick Slater, the rebel capting o' thcr Liberty Boys. I seen
Dick Slater, with Bob, and a few others, had crossed
him once over ter Hillsboro. They 'most ketched them, the river, and were now reconnoitering for General Greene.
but they got away."
Passing the little schoolhouse, Dick and Bob had heard
disturbance.
the
"Leave the room, you rebel!"
"I shall," cried Dick, "but let me tell you this, and I
Guessing its cause, for there were many loyalists in
say the same to the scholars. As long as you teach what the region, Dick had entered, with the result of securing
you are paid to teach, I will assist you in maintaining dis- order, as we have seen.
cipline, and will call upon these boys and girls to do the
"I do not think there will be any more trouble to-day,
same."
Bob," said Dick, in answer to the question of his :first
There was a buz~ of approbation from half the school. lieutenant; "but there will be as soon as many redcoats
The other half remained silent.
appear i.n the neighborhood."
"And you will carry out your threat of deporting this
"But the instant you exceed your authority and attempt
to teach what you have rio business or right to teach--" petty tyrant?"
"Yes. The'l'e are enough patriots in the region, and I
"Well?" growlingly.
who
in
put
complain to the school board. It will not be difficult
will
someone
have
and
ejected
you
have
will
"I
better knows his duties. I can do this, as you will learn." to learn who composes it."
"That was a fine-looking boy, the one the girl pointed
The schoolmaster was stubborn, however.
"Now, then, everybody say 'Long live the king!' All out."
"Yes, and a ,staunch patriot, as well."
of you!" he said. "I'll expel everyone of you who does
"We want just such boys with us, Dick."
not."
raised
were
"Very true, and if he asks to be allowed to join us, and
missiles
other
and
slates,
At once books,
has his parents' consent, I shall be glad to takt)
to be thrown at the schoolmaster.
"Don't do that, boys," said Dick. "That is insubordi- him."
The two boys were now riding along the road, with their
nation. You need not obey the other order, for he has
and ears open, ready for any signs of a suspicious
eyes
no right to give it. Let hi,m expel you. If he does, it
nature.
school."
no
will mean that he will lmve
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There were redcoats all about, and some of them might
be encountered at any moment.
It was for this reason that the boys were not in uniform.
They could do more if they were not known to be
patriots.
As they were riding on they suddenly heard the quick
tramp of a horse's feet.
In a moment the animal came around a bend in the
road, running like mad.
On his back was a young girl, clinging desperately to
the s::addle and vainly endeavoring to control him.
He was running away with her, beyond a doubt.
He held the bit firmly in his teeth, and there was a look
in his eye that showed 'that he was badly frightened.
"Stop him, Bob!" said Dick.
At the same moment, he urged his own horse, Major,
forward so as to intercept the runaway.
He caught at the latter's bridle, as he flew past and got
hold of it.
Throwing Major back upon his haun •hes, he stopped
the runaway, a Bob came up and threw himself across the
roa<l on the other side.
'peaking gentl_y, but in a tone of command, Dick soon
had the frightened horse un<ler control.
"I am very grateful, sir," aid the girl in the saddle.
"I was afraid 1 would be thrown."
"But you feel safe now?"
"Y cs. Soµie rude boys, old enough to know better,
frightened the horse, and I lost control of him."
Just now hal.f a dozen evil-looking boys, almost young
men, in fact, appeared around the bend in the road.
"Yah, rebel!" they shouted. "Come on, fellers, let's
make her horse scoot ag'in!"
"Come on let's!" yelled the rest.
, .A U1ey advanced they caught sight of Dick and Bob.
"What are you young ruffians going to do?" asked Dick.
"\\-e're ergoin' ter make ther rebel's hoss ,;coot like fun,
that's what we're ergoin' ter do," answered the leader of
the boys. "What you gotter do with it, I'd like ter know?"
"Everything. You're going to do nothing of the ort."
"Who says we ain't?" blustered the leader.
"I say so, you bully. So be off. with you or you'll be upset in the ditch before you know it."
The bullies were not wise enough to take a friend's advice in season.
They started to throw stones at the horse, and to beat
him with switches.
.\.t once Dick and Bob leaped to the ground.
In a very short time two of the bullies "Were in the
ditch, another was lying on his back in the road, and
two more "Were trying to stanch the blood from - their
nooes.
Then the last received a kick which sent him running
down the road, and around the turn at full speed.
"There!" said Dick. "Perhaps you will believe that
I do a" I promise, after this."
"You're er blamed rebel," whined the lea<ler of the
party of bullies, "an' I'm ergoin' t~r tell on ye ter ther
jedge, an' have yer put in jail."
In a short time the bullies bad all departed, however.
"You are not boys of this neighborhood," said the
young lady.
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"No, we are not."
''If you remain, you neec1 not be afraid of these bullies.
My father is a magistrate, a member of the school board,
and one of the richest men in town, and he will see that
justice is done."
"Do you know Mr . Doggett, the schoolmaster ?" asked
Dick.
"I know who he is. He is very opinionated and stub·
born, and a rank Tory to boot."
"There is much dissatisfaction concerning him, is there
not?"
"Yes. He is well educated for a country schoolma t r,
but some think that he teaches things not set down in
the school course."
"Loyalty to the king, for instance?"
"Does he teach that?" in surprise.
"Yes. I told him I would complain to the board. Will
you speak to your father and others about it?"
"Gladly, but will you not tell me to whom I am indebted
£or two very great services this morning?"
"J am Dick Slater, captain of the Liberty Boys, and
this is Bob Estabrook, my first lieutenant. We are keep·
ing a watch upon the enemy."
"'rhen General Greene has not crossed the Dan yet?"
"No, he is looking for a favorable opportunity for the
river to subside :first, and then to catch the enemy off theirguard."
"If you should chance to be on the other side, and seea white handkerchief waved on this side, will you take it
for a favorable signal?"
"If you give it, yes."
"I will give it; if not I, some equally good patriot."
"Then I will look for it. If vou will attend to the ma~
ter of the school, I shall be obliged to you also. By the
way, I do not know your name."
"I am Cynthia Brown."
"Your sister Phyllis is in the school yonder, one of the
big girl s?"
"Yes," with a smile.
"'rhen she will tell you why I threatened to complain,
to the school board."
"Thank you."
The girl then rode away and Dick and Bob kept on as
they had been going.
In a short time they met half a dozen boys, mounted,.
and wearing the colonial uniform.
"Any news, ~lark?" askcc1 Dick, of a handsome, dashin 6
looking boy in the lead.
"The Tories-don't seem to be in a hurry to rally to Cornwallis, but the redcoats are getting more or less troublesome, and need our attention."
"Then we'll give it to them, and keep them puzzled,''"
with a smile.

CHAPTER III.
.A. GREAT WRESTLING BOUT.

"Mark did not tell you how the redcoats were making
themselves troublesome," said a handsome, jolly looking

4

THE LIBERTY BOYS AT REEDY FORK.

boy, riding a bay mare just behind Mark Morrison, the.
second lieutenant.
"Didn't he, Jack?" asked Dick. "How was it?"
"Why, a party of them undertook to chase us, but mistook the direction," with a laugh.
"You chased them instead?"
"Well, you don't see any of them, do you?"
"They saw us and came after us," said Mark, "but, as
,Jack Warren says, we sent them the other way. We
chased them furiously, and did not _havc to fire a shot."
"No, I have heard none. I have made arrangements
to be signalled when it will be safe to cross the river, and
,
we may have to leave here shortly."
"But it won't be long before we are back again, eh,
Dick?" asked Ben Spurlock, one of the jolliest of the
boys.
"Not very long, Ben; but as you saw the redcoats in that
direction, suppose we take another."
They went off down a byroad, and at length came out
by the schoolhouse.
At this time the boys and girls were at recess, playing at
various games on the green.
Seeing Dick and the Liberty Boys, Randall Williams
came up to them.
"There hasn't been any more trouble," he said, "but
lfr. Doggett won't teach me anything, for spite."
"He's the same with the girls," said Phyllis. "He won't
give us a chance to recite, and he won't explain things."
"He don't want us to stand anywhere in our classes,"
added Randall, "and tells the Tory bovs everything, while
J
we have to get it all out ourselves."
"That will make you all the smarter in the end," said
Dick. "So he will defeat himself."
"I am as high as I can go in this school, anyhow," said
the boy. "You are all boys, aren't you, in the Liberty
Boys?"
"Yes, aU of us."
,
'Do you want any more?"
"Yes, we do."
"May I join, if father and mother will let me?"
"Do you wi h to do so?"
"Yes. I wanted to be a soldier, but I was only a boy.
Am I big enough for the Liberty Boys?"
"Yes, quite. Come to me when school is out this afternoon, and we will talk it over."
"\Vhere ?"
There were a number listening whom Dick did not
trust and so he said:
"I will find you."
"Very good," said the boy. "I will take you to father,
and I-et you talk to him."
Just then the school bell rang, and the boys and girl~
ran back to their studies.
"He's a fine looking boy," said Jack Warren.
" And just our sort," added Mark.
"We'll probably get him," observed Bob, "but there
were some sneaks around, and Dick did not wish to talk
before them."
"That was a very pretty girl with him, too," said Jack.
"I imagine they are fond of each other, if looks count
for anything."
"She is the sister of the girl whom Bob and I met on

horseback," llaid Dick. "Her father is on the school
board."
"Then Mr. Pedagogue will be looking for another
school, if he isn't careful," laughed Ben purlock.
"Spread about, boys," said Dick, shortly. "Avoid
brushes with the enemy if you can, but take note of all
you see, and of their munbers. We will meet at the
river-bank no latrr than unset this evening."
•Dick and Bob went one way, lark and Jack another,~
and the rest in different directions.
As Dick and Bob were not in uniform, they could
approach the redcoats with greater safety than the others.
As they rode on, keeping not far from. the river, they
at length came upon a small encampment of the enemy.
T hey rode on carele sly, and a number of the redcoats
approached them.
"Where are you two bumpkins going?" asked one.
"Huh?" asked Dick, looking especially dull.
The question was repeated.
"Ain't gin' no place purtic'lar. Is there goin' ter be
er fair or er circus here?"
"A fair? No, indeed."
"Oh, I thought there was, with all them hosses an' all
,
yer pooty clothes."
"That's a fine horse of your ," said one, eyeing :Major
critically.
"Yas, he's pooty good."
him?"
"Don't you want to sell
"No, I reckon I don't."
"He's too good for you."
"Wall, he don't mind that, an' I don' t care."
"You'd better let us have him," putting his hand ou
the bridle.
"I'll rassle yer tet see cf yer git him. If I ~h;1·ow
yer, then yer can't have him."
"And can I have him if I throw you?" asked the officer,
who was confident of winning.
•
"-St1.ttinly."
Then Dick got down, Bob holding Major's bridle.,
'l'he two clinched, and in a moment the redcoat was on
his back, without. knowing how he got there.
"Best two in three," he said, getting up.
"We didn't say nothin' erbout that," with a drawl.
"Well, let it go. Ready?"
"Yes."
Th.is time the redcoat was on his back sooner than
before.
"I'll bet you can't do that again," he said, boastfully.
"Yas, I kin."
"Will you bet the horse that you can?"
"What are you bettin'?"
"l\fy horse."
"Jll:uh! he ain't wuth it. I've throwed yer twice ennyhow."
"I'll bet you you can't do it again."
"Really?"
"Yes."
The word was hardly out of his mouth before he was
thrown.
''Can I have the horse if you can't throw me?" a ked
, another.
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the largest and two or three not so large, approached
Randall.
That their intentions were bo~tile was evident at the
first.
"Rebel! rebel!" they cried, derisively.
"Hard words break no bones," replied the boy.
"There's no Liberty Boys to take your part now, and
we're going to lick you," said the biggest.
"Come and try it. Eph Piggot," said Randall. "I'll take
you first, because you're the biggest."
"Yer'll take ther hull of us," snarled another b ig fellow. "Come on, boys."
Then the lot of them pitched upon Randall, who was
alone, his friends having gone on.
They heard the shouts, however, and quickly returned .
The Tory boys kept all around Randall, however, and
ihe others could not get at him to help him.
For all th.at, he handled the bullies severely and gave
several of them some hard blows.
They had got him down, however, and would have punished him severely, had not Dick and Bob dashed up and
pulled them off.
"For shame, you cowards!" cried Dick. "Can't you fight
faif'? Well, you've got to. Watch them, boys."
Randall now got up, threw off his coat, and wiped his
face.
"Which one do you want first, -my boy?" Dick asked.
The other boys pointed out Eph Piggot, and Dick sent
him into the ring.
In two minutes Randall had blacked both his eyes and
cam:ed him to yell "enough."
"Rest .vourself," said Dick. "Who is the- next?"
"Josh Swinart."
Another bully wa::; pushed into the ring and punished
quite as quickly as i.he last.
"Give me a couple of minutes' rest, and I'll try another," the plucky boy said.
"\Yhich one will you have?"
"Pete Hogg."
After getting his br~ath, wiping his face, and tightening his belt, Randall tried a third of the bullies and soon
forced him to cry for quarter.
The other~ now began to look anxious and to glance
about for a chance o-f escape.
If Randall vanquished the three best and strongest
.fighters of the lot, there was little chance for them, even
if he were fatigued.
".Jim Hucks!" Randall now said.
But Jim Hucks said he had not touched Randall, had
only been looking on, and did not think it fair anyhow for
so many to attack one.
"You were one of the first, you sneak!" said Randall,
contemptuously. "Come on and get your licking like a
man, if you've got any spunk!"
The patriot boys forced the bully into the ring where
he soon fairly turned his back on Randall and howled to
be let go home.
CHAPTER I V.
Bob kicked him out and then three or £our of the bullies made a dash, and got away safely.
A PLUCKY BOY.
"Lick the rest of 'em, boys. Randall has done enough
£or one afternoon."
School had just been let out £or the day.
No sooner said than done.
As the boys trooped across the green, half a dozen of

"Yes. Best two in three, though. 'Tain't fair to
keep throwing the same fellow all ther time."
"'Very well. Come along."
The man was thrown twice with perfect ease.
Two more who proposed the same conditions were
be ted with little or no trouble.
Then another stepped out, and offered to contend for
the possessi9n of the black horse.
Dick exchanged glances "·ith · Bob, after looking the
man over.
"Shucks! I ain't ergoin' ter rassle with ther hull
rig'ment," he drawled. "Yer wanted ter git me tuckered
out, an' then get ther hoss."
"He isn't such a fool as he looks," laughed one.
Dick was perfectly capable of throwing the man, but
he wished to vary the game.
"Ef yer kin throw this feller two outen three, yer kin
have ther hoss," he said to the applicant.
The latter agreed and the bout began.
Bob stripped to his shirt, and threw the man after a
short struggle.
Then he allowed himself to be thrown.
Thi gave the redcoats some encouragement.
The third trial was longer than the others, but Dick
n ever doubted the result.
Bob and the redcoat clinched, and rolled on the ground,
Bob undermost.
Hi, shoulders did not touch, however, and all at once
he tmned his opponent over and pressed both shoulders
to the ground so that they made deep impressions in the
soft earth.
'l'hen ·a perfect giant of a redcoat came up and said:
"You can't throw me once, either of you."
Dick looked the man over and saw that although he
was big, he was muscle-bound.
"Will this be ther last?"
"Yes, but I'm going to throw you every time," boastfully.
"E£ yer don't will that settle it?"
"YeE."
Dick did not allow the man to get a grip on him, kept
him puzzled as to what he was going to do, and then_,
after tiring him out, threw him so heavily that he lay like
one dead.
"That's all," said Dick, mounting his horse. " Yer
can't always tell how a cat's goin' ter jump by lookin'
at his whiskers, an' kentry fellers knows more than yer
think they does, sometimes."
Then he and Bob rode off as the man was reviving and
took th eir way toward the schoolhouse.
As they came in. sight of it, they saw that something
was about to h appen.
·
"Keep quiet, "said Dick.

G
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The boys flew at the bullies and caused them to beat
a hasty retreat.
The schoolmaster had disappeared during the melee,
and nothing was seen of him.
Phyllis now came up and said:
"That was fine, Randall, and there won't be one of
these sneaks and bullies dare to look at you after this."
"I don't know that they'll get a chance," said Randall,
"for if father will let me, and I'm good enough, I'm going
to join the Liberty Boys anc1 go off with Captain Slater
to fight for my country."
"You're good enough, all right, my boy," said Dick,
"and now if you'll wash your face and put on your coat,
we'll go and see your father."
Randall did not look very much the worse for wear
when he was ready to go with the boys, although he had
received a number of pretty hard thumps at the outset.
The boys went with him to his house, about half a rriile
distant, and found the elder Williams at home.
Dick introduced himself, and said:
"Your son Randall wishes to join the Liberty Boys. If
you are willing, I will gladly take him, for he is just the
sort of boy we want."
"You are fighting for independence, you boys," said
~fr. Williams, "and doing a noble work. Do you want to
go with the boys, Randall?"
"Yes, father, if you are willing, and Captain Slater
thinks I am fit."
"You may never see your home again, my boy."
"I will have died for my country, father," firmly.
"You may be sick, and die without fighting a battle."
"It will be for the country's sake, father," proudly.
"You may never see mother and sisters again, Randall."
"If mother says I can not go, I won't," said the boy.
"If you love your country and are willing to give up
your life for it, I can not hold you back," said the boy's
mother, who now came out.
"If you need me, mother, I won't go, but will stay at
home and take care of you."
"Your father can do that, my son, but he cannot go
to war."
Mr: Williams was an invalid, and while able to do a
certain amount of work, was unable to do active service
in the field.
"Then may I go with the Liberty Boys, if Captain
Slater will take me?" the boy asked eagerly.
"Yes, my son."
Randall threw his anns about his mother's neck and
said:
"That's a de{lr mother, and if I dome back after the war
is over, I will take care of you for the rest of your days."
"'I'hat's the· sort of boy we want," muttered Bob; "uni:;elfish and brave."
"Then say good-by to the folks, Randall," said Dick,
"for I am quite satisfied. You are strong, plucky, and
well built, and we will soon teach you to ride and shoot
and all the rest."
".And we will be in the neighborhood again before long,"
said Bob, "and very likely be here from time to time for
some while."
Randall then went off with Dick and Bob but presently

met Ma-r k and Jack with an extra horse which Dick had
told him to ride.
Before they reached the river they met Phyllis, who
said:
"Why, Randall, you are surely not going away witho~t
saying good-by, are you?"
"Of course not," laughed the boy. "Come over here
a minute. I want to tell you something."
Phyllis wall<ed to the side of the horse when Randall
bent over and kissed her.
"Good-by!" he said. "I'll be back again before long."
"You're a saucy fellow," laughed Phyllis, but she did
not seen at all displeased.
Then, 'as she turned to go, she said, in a low tone:
"Keep a watch for the giTl with a white handkerchief,
captain."
"Very good, I will," said Dick.
Then they all rode off, reaching the river shortly before
sunset.
Some of the boys were there ahead of them-Ben purlock, Sam Sander on, and Harry Thurber.
Then Harry Judson and Will Freeman came along, and
by sunset they were all present.
They rode along to a good cro sing place, where they
had hidden then: boats, and rowed over, swimming the
horses.
Reaching then: camp shortly after dark, they were glauly welcomed by the Liberty Boys, who wanted to know
all that had happened in then: absence.
".An' yer have brought us a foine bhy, too, so yez have,"
said Patsy Brannigan, the Irish Liberty Boy.
"How you was knowed he was for us?" aked fat Carl
Gookenspieler, the German Liberty Roy.
"Becos all dhe foine bhys goes wid us, do yez moind.
Dhat's phwy Oi'm wid yez."
"Humbug!" said Carl. "More bedder you was lette<l
some oder feller said dot alretty."
"Well, it's all right," langhed Dick. "I have brough t
a new recruit and good news," and tllen all the boys cheered heartily.
0

OH.APTER V.
LIVELY '\"\"'ORK FOR THE LIBERTY BOYS.

The new recruit was examined as to his physical and
mental condition, and proved satisfactory in both.
He could run, ride, and swim very well, and could shoot
fairly, his hearing and sight were of average fairness, and,
altogether be was an acqnisition to the company.
The very fact of Dick, Bob, :Mark, Jack and a few others pronouncing rum all right was enough for the Test,
and they accepted him at once without question.
General Greene was not far away, awaiting a favorable opportunity to cross the Dan, and Dick rnde off to
see him that very night afteT supper.
He reported what he bad learned on the sou,th side of
the ri;ver, and added:
"I have arrange~ to be signaled to when a favorable
opportunity for crossing the river occurs. The messenger
is a good patriot, and can be trusted implicitly."
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"Very good, Dick," said General Greene, with whom the used to our coming, and cease to pay us much attention, we
Liberty Boys had oiten fought. "Keep a good lookout, will cross in a body and give them a genuine surprise."
and when you see the signal let us know."
"Very good," said Bob.
Then 1Dick rode back to camp, where Randall Williams
The next day, Dick, riding along the river, saw a white
had already made many friends, being heartily liked by handkerchief waving among the bushes on the opposite
all who met him.
bank.
·
The next day he took the oath of alleITT.ance, and was
The redcoats had gone, and there was an opportunity to
sworn in as the latest member of the Liberty Boys.
cross the river.
In his new uniform, with his n:f!:J.sket slung on his back,
He posted off to Greene with the information.
and mounted on his horse, he made a fine figure, and the
In a short time •Lee, with his Loyal Legion from Virboys were all proud of him.
ginia, and two Maryland regiments, Pickens, and a corps
"There are not many new recruits who make as good a of South Carolina militia, and Dick Slater and his Libshowing," declared Bob, "and I predict that we will in erty Boys, all light troops and capable of moving rapidly,
time be very proud of him."
were across the river.
That same day, leaving their horses behind them, Dick
The Liberty Boys took up a position on Reedy Fork,
and a party of a dozen Liberty Boys, took a couple o.f one of the tributaries of the Haw, and were ordered to
boats, and set out to cross tl1e Dan to reconnoiter.
keep the British puzzled as much as po sible.
Bob was wiih the party, Mark being left behind to take
"Light IIorse Harry" was to gain the front of Corncharge of the camp.
wallis, keep as near to him as possible, cut off bis interJack Warren, with Randall under bis especial charge, course with the disaffected parts of the country, and check
went along, with Ben, Sam, Will, and a lot of brave fel- the rising of the royalists.
lows, all ready for advenhue.
Greene, with his main force, was still on the northern
Tbe river had greaily subsided since the previous day, -~de of the Dan, waiting to ascertain more of Cornwalli '
and iu a short time would doubtless be suitable for the designs, and ready to cross at a moment's warning.
entire army to cross.
The Liberty Boys, at Reedy Fork, were to scour the
Nearing the southern bank, a party of redcoats suddencountry between the Haw and Deep rivers, break up rely appeareJ., and opened fire upon the daring youths.
cruiting and harass the enemy all they co~d.
No one was hit, fortunately, although the bullets flew
"We must keep moving," said Dick, "making Reedy
dangerously near them.
Fork our headquarters, however, and create the impression
"Let us show them that we can do better than that, that there are many more of us than is the case."
boys," said Dick. "Fire when you get a good chance."
"Move around so fast that they can't count us, in fact,
The boats went on, and in a few moments the boys like the Irishman's pig," laughed Ben.
opened fire upon the redcoats.
"That's just it, and keep the British puzzled," added
Bob gave one a flesh wound in the arm, the two Harrys Bob.
each took a man in the leg, Jack Warren shot away the
From the camp on Reedy Fork Dick set out one aftercaptain's wig, and the new recruit cut off one of bis
noon,
soon after their arrirnl, with a party of a dozen or
epaulettes.
.
twenty of the boys.
"Good boy!" cried Jack, admiringly. "That was a fine
M:ark, Jack, the new recruit, Ben, Patsy, and Carl wera
shot from a dancing boat. You'll do all right, old man."
in
the party.
"Do you think so, Jack?" asked Randall, pleased at
It was just the sort of one to make trouble for the redJack's praise.
coats, if any were seen.
"I know you will," shortly.
Tarleton was recruiting in the country between the
}.fore redcoats no~ appeared, and opened such a hot
Haw
and Deep rivers.
fire upon the boys that after returning it the latter fell
The boys were ready to break up the station wherever
back.
Randall had a flesh wound in the arm, which was they found any.
Off they started on their horses, therefore, Dick in the
more painful than serious, but he made no complaint, and
even fired a pistol once or twice before the boys got out lead with two or three to keep him company, and the rest
close behind.
of range.
The boys went down the river a bit and then up, keepRiding on, they at length saw the British flag flowing
ing out of range, however, and at last they returned to over a little shack by the side of the road.
their camp.
There were several men in front of it, and among them
Randall s wound was looked after, and the chances were Dick discovered two or three redcoats.
that it would give him no trouble in a day or so.
"Tl1ere's one of their recruiting stations now," he said.
One or two others had been hit, but not seriously, think- "Charge it, and scatter i!he redcoats. Don't bother anying very little of their hurts.
one else, unless they give trouble."
·
"By and by you won't care any more for such hurts
All at once the crowd about the station saw a detachthan for flea bites," said Ben Spurlock, with a laugh. ment of mounted Continentals come dashing down the
"Why, I've got so many of them that I look as if I had the road.
smallpox, but I never think anything of them now."
Some of them simply stepped aside, while others raised
"We'll ke.ep the British puzzled, by going over there a an alarm.
number of times," said Dick, '' antl at la~t \\-hen they p:et
"The rebels are comin', look out!" they yelled.
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More redcoats came out of the house and from behinu
it.
There were not more than a third as many as Dick's
party, all told.
One went dashing down the road on horseback, as if to
summon assistance.
Then some of the royalists lined up across the road to
cut off the Liberty Boys.
" Down with them!" cried Dick, galloping on.
The whole party came sweeping down upon the Tories
with a cheer.
This was too much for them, and they broke and fled
in all direction as the boys came up.
They dismounted quickly, hauled down the British flag,
scattered the lists and other papers all over the road,
and then literally tore the shack to pieces.
The redocats had retreated, seeing so large a party, and
now some of those in the crowd began carrying away the
ruined building for firewood.
" Here come the redcoats, captain," cried Randall, from
we see them we ·must do the same with the rest."
"Here come the redcoats, captain," crid Randall, from
a bit of rising ground where he had stationed himself.
":Many of them, Randall?" asked Dick.
"Yes, forty or fifty, most of them mounted," was the
..
boy's reply.
,"Away with you!" cried Dick, and in a moment the
boys were in the saddle.

CHAPTER

VI

A LUCKY SHOT.

The Tories, seeing the redcoats approaching, rallied, and
tried to hold back the Liberty Boys till the enemy came
up.
Dick and his brave lads rode right through them, upsetting them in the road, tossing them over the rail fence~
or tumbling them into the ditch.
They did not waste powder and shot on the fellows,
not considering them worth it.
"Dhrive dhim intil dhe woods, me bhys," cried Patsy,
two big Tories having attempted to seize him as he was
getting in the saddle.
He caught them by the collars of their coarse shirts,
banged their heads together, and then kicked them ignominiously into the ditch.
He was in the saddle only a little behind the rest, and
then dashed on, letting out a regular war-whoop.
On came the redocats, expecting to capture the daring
boys, and firing a volley as they rode.
Dick quickly saw that there were many more of the
enemy than he wished to meet, and so he fell back in good
order.
Dashing down a by-road which he knew led in the di-rection of their camp, he soon left the redcoats far behind.
They kept along the main road, not noticing which one
Dick had taken.
At length Dick paused, knowing from the sounds that
the enemy had gone on.
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Then, r eturning to the point where he had left the
main road, he disposed his force in the thicket and waited.
After some time he heard the enemy returning.
They had either discovered the trick played upon them
or supposed the boys to be too far away to be overtaken .
At last Dick saw the van approaching, and passed the
word.
In a few minutes a dozen of the ·enemy came galloping
..
up.
"Halt!" shouted Dick, suddenly leaping into the roaJ,
with all bis force around him.
They seized the leaders and quickly bore them off, despite resistance, as the alarm was given.
Others were unhorsed and their animals taken away.
By the time the main bouy reached the spot Dick and
his daring boys were away.
It was impossible to follow them, as they went in four or
five different directions, four or five in a party.
They carried their prison ers two or three miles, am]
then released them to find their way back as be~t they
might.
"That's a scurvy trick to play on one of the king's
officers," sputtered a lieutenant Dick had captured. "You
are no gentleman, sir."
"What do you want " laughed Mark. "A coach anr1
four, postillions, outriders, and lackeys? Would you like
a chair, perhaps, carried on the shoulders of four black
men? What do you expect in a time of war?"
'l'he lieutenant at last realized that the impetuous young
patriot. wa laughing at him, and held his peace.
The redcoats were greatly chagrined at being carried
off in this manner right under the noses of a superior
force.
"We are sorry we can't furniJ1 guides to show you the
way back to your camp," laughed Jack.
"Shure, an' all yer need do is to folly yer noses an·
yez'll come to it," roared Patsy, "an' it's lucky dbat yez
have anny left."
The redcoats were forced to make the best of it, an<l
set off on their way, the Liberty Boys disappearing so
quickly that no one could tell whither they bad gone.
Instead of returning at once to the camp, however, Dick
made a detour, and came out upon the road leading w
Hillsboro.
Here .he came upon a party of Tories, who glared at
the boys, but offered them no violence.
"Where are you going?" asked Dick, of the leader of the
party.
"We're goin' h11m, tbet's where we're ergoin', an' putty
quick, tew," was the answer.
"What's the use er jinin' Cornwallis an' gettin' nuthin'
fur et, leavin' our houses an' critters ter be run erway
with by shif'less fellers what won't jine?"' muttered another.
"Thet's tber tork. Rebels is ez good as ennybody ef
they let us erlone, an' bein' a l'yal subjick don't bring us
in nuthin', not a dollar."
"Well, go home, then," said Dick, "and if you are not
men enough to fight for your country don't fight against
it."
The party went on, and Mark said, with a laugh:
"There's not much hope £or either side from men like
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that. We don't want them, and I don't believe Tarleton
would be proud of them."
"Nobody could be," rejoined Ben. "They're no credit to
anyone."
'
The royali ts went their way, and Dick went his, keeping a sharp lookout for real enemies.
They came at length to a house by the side of the road
where there was a rough-looking man sitting on the doorstep.
"Be yer sogers ?" he asked.
"Yes."
"But ycr ben't redcoats?"
"No, we are not."
,
" What sort er sogers be yer, then? Air ther other
sort , besides redcoats?"
Dick could hardh· belie,e that anyone could be so ignorant, even in the baclnrnods.
"Yes, there are other sorts," he replied. "Have you
seen any redcoats go by here lately?"
"Yas, I seed er lot go by er while ergo, an' they reckoned a how I'd better jine 'em, fur fear ther rebels 'ud
git hold er me."
"But you did not?"
"No, I didn't. Them rebels is dredful critters, ain't
they?"
Just then a woman, evidently the man's wife, came out
of the cabin.
"Therri's . rebels, I told yer, Ezry," ~he said sharply.
"I want ter know !" in great surpri e.
·
"Yas_. ·they be, an' they're wu s'n Injuns. They'll skulp
ye erli,., _it~' all sorts er things."
".Y,rf1 i..re mistaken, my good woman," said Dick. "Patr'oL dcm't do thing like that."
"I wasn't ertorkin' erbout them. I wa ertorkin' erbout
rebel ," snapped the woman, who appeared to be only a
trifle less ignorant than her husband.
"Well, the rebels, as you call them, don't do such terrible things."
" on't tell me, fur I know they do. I 've seed 'em.
They're dret£ul critters. Be yer rebels?"
"We are patriots."
"Waal, thet' diff'rent, but ther rebels I seed wored
jest such kind cr close ez ye're \Yearin', an' they killed
my ister's man 'thout no cau e whatever, an' I'm ergin
'en1."
Randall Williams sat on hi horse a little apart from the
re~ . keeping watch on the hou e.
There was a small attic window in the front which he
could sea into for a short distance.
- ·while Dick and the woman were talking he saw someone approach this window, and then suddenly dart back.
This seemed suspicious, and he changed his position a
little, so as to command a better view of the interior.
He watched the window without appearing to do so, and
pre ently saw some one approach it with a shotgun in hi,
hand.
The sun shone into the window just enough to light up
the barrel of the weapon.
'l'he boy now saw i.he man at the window raise his piece,
:rnd take aim at Dick.
Ile was far enough distant not to be seen plainly, and
yet to be able to take a good aim.
0
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Dick's life was in deadly peril, and omething mu t be
done at once.
It was too late to warn him, and a shout might precipi- _
tatc the very peril he wished to avert.
There was only one thing to be done.
U nslinging his musHt, he i.hrew it into position, ancl
firecl at the barrel of the shotgun.
There was a howl from within, and the weapon fell out
of the window and came clattering down the sloping r of
to the ground.
Then a man with a long red mark on his arm 'leaned
out, shook his clenched fist and said:
"IV,ame yer fur er meddlin' rebel. I'd er hit thet fel ler on'y fur yer!"
"What's the matter?" cried Dick.
Randall quickly told him.
Many of the boys were for going in and dragging the
man out, but Dick said :
"No; he did no harm, and it would be of little use to
punish him. It would be no satisfaction to hang a man
like that. Corne, there is other work £or us."

r,,

CHAPTER VII.
IX A HOSTILE COUNTRY.

The boys all praised the new recruit for his quick sight
and hi lucky shot, and Dick said:
"I am greatly obliged to you, Randall. You saved my
life, beyond a doubt."
" We ought to have had that fellow out and hanged
him. though," eaid Ben.
" 1Vhy?" asked Dick. "He i only a poor, ignorant fool,
the taking of the life of whom wo1.1ld benefit u none."
"It would deter other- from doing the same," said Ilarry Judson.
"It might not," simply. " ome men are too ignorant
to learn a lesson that way. I have escaped, and that is
sufficient. Even if I had been killeGl, it would be no satisfa ction to kill a man like that."
"You're a trump, old man!" said M:ark, shaking the
new recrnit's hand. "The best we can give is none too
good for you now!"
,
"I always said you were a boy after our own hearts,"
said Ja ck heartily, slapping Randall on the back, "and
I'll never deny it now."
"You're one of us from this out, even if you had noc
been so before," said Ben Spurlock, "and we'll all swear
by you after this as long as you lirn."
"Shure, an' ye're a foine bhy, ivery inch av yez," roared Patsy, "an' av yez wor med av goold an' a hundred fate
thick yez wudn't be thot anny more av dhen yez are now."
"Hear, hear!" cried all the boys.
Randall was greatly plea ed at this high praise, but what
pleased him most was when Dick later took his hand
and said simply :
"Thank you, Randall. I will not forget this if I live a
thousand years."
Ridin~ on, they encountered the same party of redcoata
they had met before, and charged them furiously.
0
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The British rallied, being greater in number than the
Liberty Boys, and Dick retreated, after wounding a number and securing three or four of their horse .
There was one especially good animal among those captured, and, after they were safe out of harm's way, Dick
said:
I
"Ilcre is a horse which is much better than the one you
are riding, Randall. You are a pretty good rider, I see,
and I think this will suit you better than your old one."
"Thank you, captain," said the boy, making the change,
and f.nding it a great improvement.
Reaching the camp, the rest of the LiLerty Boys welcomed the new recruit most heartily when they learned oi
the great service he had rendered Dick.
The next day Greene crossed the Dan with all his remaining force, and prepared to give Cornwallis a check.
The British general's position was not an enviable one,
by any means.
The recruiting service was interrupted, and in many
cases put at an end.
Many royalists who had been on their way to join Cornwallis i-eturnea home, greatly dissatisfied.
Provisions were scarce, forage was hard to get, and the
country either swarmed with enemies or timid friends.
A f~w days after Greene had crossed the Dan, th.erefore, the earl abandoned Hillsboro, cros. ed the Haw, and
encamped near Alamance Creek, one of its principal tribu-.:
taries.
Being then in a region with a Tory population, and
where supplies could be more easily obtained, he was in
better condition to act aggressively toward the patriots.
'l'he Liberty Boys at Reedy Fork were nearer to Cornwallis than before, and were therefore in greater danger
both from the enemy and from the Tory population.
Thi acted as a stimnlu , however, and they determined
to go on keeping the British puzzled more than ever.
Greene with his main army took post some fifteen milE>~
r..bove ornwallis, between Troublesome Creek and R~ed.1
Fork.
His plan was to cut off the enemy from the upper counties, and to harass him by skirmishes and yet avoid a general battle, thus gaining time for the arrival of expected
reinforcements.
Dick Slater followed the general's tactics closely, changing his position frequently, and giving the enemy all the
annoyance possible, always avoiding an open :fight.
Greene was near enough £or him to join the main body
at any moment, or he could join forces with Lee, Pickens,
.
Williams, or other commanders.
'l'he Liberty Boys bad often acted independently with
great success, being able to move rapidly from place to
place.
This course seemed at this time to be as effective as
any, and Dick therefore determined to follow it.
Soon after the coming of Cornwallis into the .Alamance
district, Dick took Bob one day and set out to reconnoiter
th'e r egion.
'l'hey went on foo t and in uniform, not expecting to go
a very great distance.
They had proceeded a short distance only , ,hen they
heard voices and t he tramp of a numeer of men.
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They quickly hid in the bu::::hes by the siJ.e of the roaJ.,.
and "aited.
Iu a short time & party of redcoat marched past.
''They arc a little too near for ~afcty," said Wick. ·'',\' e
shall have to warn the boy to be careful or else change
our quarters."
Going on they reached a bit of risinrr gror.nd in plain,
view of the forks of the rirer, and of two or three roads.
In the distance they saw a parly oi redcoats on the river
bank.
"'rhere are redcoats all about us," said Dick.
"¥ e~:, and if they are not redcoats they are Tories," muttered Bob.
"ln either ca e our uniforms will not meet with fa,or,':
declared Dick.
''"~o, not with British and Hessians and Tories all
around."
"We will have to get rid of them for a time, Bob,"
quietly .
"Yes, but how?"
Dick pointed down the road between the trees.
Two boys of about the same build as t hemselves were
approaching.
They wore the ordinary clothes of the region, homespun
suits, coarse woollen hose, and round hah:.
"It's ten to one that those fellows are Tories," ~aid
Dick, "and we will therefore be honoring them by giYing
them our uniforms to wear."
"Yery true," with a la11.;!h .
"Come on, Bob, wc rnu~t ,mylay t hem, and change
clothes with them in short order."
" ay the word, and I 'm with you, Dick," with a chuckle.
"The·y are Tories, for a certainty, Bob," said Dick
presently, in a low tone.
"How do you know?"
'' I recognize them. They are two of t he Tory bullies
,vhom Randall Williams thrashed so :finely that day, by
the schoolhouse."
"What are they doing here?"
"I don't know, but it is very fortunate, for now we
know with whom we are dealing, and will make no mis·
takes."
'l'he two 'rory youths, Eph Pirrgot and Josh Swinart,
came leisurely on, talking and laughing and having not
the least suspicion of danger.
.All at once Dick and Bob sprang out upon them, pistols
..in band.
"We want you, you Tory rascal ," said Dick.
"What you want with us, you rebels?" stammered Piggot.
"Get back there into the bushes out of sight of the
road," said Dick.
"You ain't going to hang us?" stammered both Tories,
turning' pale and trembling.
"No, b ut make haste !"
The two boys were taken into the bushes out of sight
from the road."
" Take off your clothes," said Dick. "Down to your
shirts. Hose, shoes,and all. Hurry, now, if you know what
is good for you."
The sight of those big pistols commanded instant obedience.
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Off went coats, waistcoats and hats in a hurry.

In a few moments they "'ere silting on the grass, pulling off t heir . hoes, hose aml l)l·ceches.
"Take Piggot's things, JJo1,'' rniu Dick. " They will fit
you best. I'll keep him co.-ered."
Bob icked up the clothe of the half-naked Tory boy,
and be 0 n to hurriedly thrnw off his own.
Then for the first time the Tories fathomed Dick's intentions.

CHAPTER VIII.
A CHA:~rnE OF CLOTHES.

" I don't want to put on rebel things; I'll get arrested,''
whined Piggot.
"They'll hang us," faltered winart, pausi.J.1g in his undressing and setting up.
tanding in his shi.J.·t and bare leg', with one stocking
off and the other about his ankles, he looked the picture
of absurdity.
•
"Go on!" said Dick, waving his pi tol.
The T ory boy sat do n in a hurry, and pulled oil' hi
other shoe and stocking.
"Here you are, Piggot," cried Bob, throwing off his
coat. "You'll wear a decent boy's clothes for once."
Bob \\·as soon stripped to his shirt and drawers, and
burning into Piggot's clothes.
There \\'as nothing for it for Piggot but to put on Bob's.
"Ilere. I'll show you how to put them on, ancl save
~imP," said Bob, assisting the young Tory.
' \\ 11cn he was dressed. be took charge of the Tory boys
while Dick effected an exchange with Swinart.
"There ! you look like patriots, even if you arc not,"
said Dick, "and you ought to have more respect for yoursclve~ than ever before."
"They'll hang us if they catch us," whined Piggot.
"If they do catch us I'll tell 'em where you've gone,"
blu~tered Josh Swinart.
''If you say a word we'll shoot you," said Bob, in a big
voice, flourishing his pistol.
Dick glanced over toward the river, and gave Bob a
meaning glance.
·' Xow, get out, you fellows," said Bob, giving Piggot a
shove, "and don't you hang about here. or- - "
A ignificaut wau of a big pi~tol completed the sentence.
The two •rory boys hurried away without stopping to
argue the point.
They looked like two Liberty Boys as they hurried
away.
" Well, they are patriots fo r once, at any rate," said
Bol), with a laugh.
"::\lake haste," said Dick.
The redcoats we.re coming.
Di.ck and Bob hurried into the woods and up a little rise
alongside the road.
Then they heard shout~, awd looking up saw a party
of redcoats approaching.
They hurried on to a point wl10re the bank was quite
high above the road.
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Th en there was a good deal of commotion below.
Dick and Bob, concealed in the bushes, saw the redcoats
dash upon the two Tory youths.
''Surrender, you rebels!" they cried.
Jn min the Tories protested that they were loyal subjects, and were carried off, still protesting.
"Come," said Dick, "that has saved us a lot of trouble,
hnt these fellows may tell where we went after all."
"The redcoats won't listen to them for a while," laughed
Bob, "and then it will be too late."
"They will have some difficulty in explaining things."
"And will probably get a good fright in the bargain."
"They will probably satisfy these redcoats, howeYer,
when they are given a chance to talk."
The two disguised Liberty Boys now returned to the
road.
In a short time they met a party of redcoats.
"Did yon see a party of the king's troops as you came
along?" asked one.
"Yas, we seen 'em, an' they had er couple er rebel.
with 'em what said they was king's men, and they was
makin' er lot er fuss," laughed Dick.
"They did, eh?"
"Yas; they said they wasn't rebels, but they had rebel
,miforms on, an' so they couldn't Le nuthin' else."
Then Dick and Bob both laughed, and the redcoats
joined them in spite of themselves.
"They had on rebel uniforms, and yet they said they
were not rebels?"
"Yas, wasn't thet funny?" and the boys laughed, and
started the othE·rs oil' again.
"Y cs, it was Ycry funny," and the soldiers laughed
heartily.
"So ·it was," and the boys fairly roared.
'l'hcn, while the redcoats were all laughing and holding
their sides, the boys slipped away quietly and were not
missed.
"These coats are a great deal better than our own, just
now," said Dick dryly.
"Yes, but Piggot and Swinart don't think so," with a
chuckle.
'l'he boys went on, and came to a roadside tavern, which
was frequented by Tories entirely.
There were several of them inside and out, talking volubly, and expressing their opinions blatantly.
"When Cornwallis goes up Reedy Fork he'll rout Greene
out amazin', you see if he don't," said one.
"Is he goin', Simon?" asked another.
"He shorely is, Elijah. My son David, he's with Cornmillis, au' he known," positively.
"Shucks! Dave ain't with Cornwallis, is he?" incredulously.
"He shorely is," proudly. "He's be'n drivin' er baggage
1rnggiu fur tew days, an' he knows."
"Do tell!"
"Ya, siree; an' Cornwallis an' Tarleton, an' Webster au'
all on 'em air ergoin' ter drive ther rebels off'n Reedy Fork
au' oJ,i'n ther Haw, au' ofl"n all ther rivers au' cricks hereabouts. Yew jest wait an' see."
"I want to know!"
"Is thet so?" asked Dick, chewing a straw and drawling.
"Air yer shore?"
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"Course I be, an' now's ther time ter jine on, 'cause ther
CHAPTE R IX.
rebels air ter be driv out. Shore ez kin be, Cornwallis is
ermarchi n' that way ter-morrer. Hain't yer seen ther
.A. HOT FIGHT .A.T TIIE OLD MILL.
king's soldiers ercollectin' ?"
.. ,.. ,
"W aal, yas, but I thort they was just erparadin ', like
!
Before
dark
the
Liberty
Boys had gone some mile farthey does lots er times."
"Huh, they'll parade the rebels out'n here putty sudden, ther up Reedy Fork, and had made a new camp near an old
yew see ef they don't. Them Liberty Boys what's be'n mill and a log house.
By dark Dick posted off to Colonel Williams' camp, a
dodgin' round yere they'll have ter get out tew." .
. few miles distant.
"Where be ther Liberty Boys now?" asked Bob, with his
Finding the colonel he told what he had heard.
hands in his pockets and his shoulders humped over.
"Cornwa
llis is evidently trying to drive you in upon the
"Blamed ef I know where they be!" with a snort. "I'd
main army," he said, "so as to bring about a general acmighty soon tell ther sojers ef I knowed."
tion."
"No doubt of it, you sneak," thought Bob.
"I am glad to learn this," said Williams, ".for now we
Dick presently gave him a warning look, and they shortwill
act aGcordingly."
ly left the tavern, and went on, taking a detour toward
Word was sent off to General Greene, and Dick rethe camp.
After some time they heard a hubbub not far ahead, turned to his own camp.
"The redcoats will be coming, boys," be said to Bob
and hurrying on, cautiously peered through the
and
Mark, "and we must be ready for them."'
bushes.
"They won't find us in our old camp," ob erved Bob,
They saw Mark, Jack, Randall Williams, and three or
four more Liberty Boys surround ing someone, and talking "and neither will they know where we have gone."
The Liberty Boys had a strong position, and one from
,ery excitedly.
which
they could not easily be driven.
uddenly Dick began to laugh, and said:
The
mill, the old log sohoolhouse, and the woods were
"Come on, Bob; it's all right; there are our two Tory
friends, but :Mark and Jack don't understan d the all good points of vantage, and here the boys were trongly intrenche d.
joke.
'
Cornwallis crossed the Alamance in a thick focr, and
Dick and Bob ran ahead, and were quickly discovered by
advanced
upon Williams, who had evaded him.
the Liberty Boys.
Hurrying on toward Reedy Fork, the colonel wa' no-;v
"Hallo, here they are now," cried Mark.
"How did these two fellows get your uniforms ?" asked ready to meet the British earl, who could not unc1erstanrl
how the American s had escaped him.
Jack.
So rapidly had everythin g been done that before morn"Well, they did not want them," laughed Bob, "but
ing Lee's cavalry and William ' light troops w re on ~h~
Dick forced them to take them."
"There were too many redcoats about to make the blue ground near the Liberty Boys, prepared to meet the encpi.y.
and buff fashionable," added Dick.
Shortly before eight o'clock the vigilant pickets dis"Oh, I see!" cried the boys.
"Take them back io the camp," said Dick, with a mean- covered the approach of the redcoats.
Their force consisted of a portion of Tarleton' s ca.alr:v,
ing look, "and we will exchange clothes with them."
a detachme nt of one thousand British infantry under
Under ordinary circumstances it would seem strange to
take two •rory boys to a patriot camp, but Dick had his rea- Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, and a strong party of He~- ,
~ians and chasseurs.
rnns for doing so.
Lee·s Legion immediately began maneuve ring in front
The other party being mounted, Dick got up be~d 0£
the enemy, while Willaims withdrew hi light troops
Mark, and Bob behind Jack on the bay mare.
across the streJJ.m.
The Tory youths were put up in front of Randall and
The Liberty BoY. were massed at the mill and at the
Harry Thurber, and then they all set off for the camp c.t
of the enern}:, while Williams withdrew his light troops
full speed.
being ~i.ationed there under command of Mark Morrison.
Reaching the camp, Piggot and Swinart took off the
The best marksmen, outside of Dick and Bob were there,
boy~' uniforms and put on their own clothes.
and they meant to do their best.
"You got us a lickin' if we wasn't hung," growled Eph.
On came Web ter with bis infantry, and were at once
"We had a lot o' trouble in explainin' how we got them
:/ired upon from the mill and the wood by the Lib rty
rebel togs."
Bovs.
·
"Well, you're all right now," said Dick, "and we're
"\Vebster could not dislodge them, and started in pur uit
greatly obliged to you. Let them go, boys, and show them of Williams .
the wav."
A covering party of Virginian s held him in check for a
"Th~y'll fetch the redcoats back here as sure as any- time, and then retreated across the
stream.
thing," muttered Jack t0 Mark, out of hearing of the two
Webster's infantry and some of Tarleton 's cavalry fol Tories.
·
lowed.
"Well, I guess that must be whatTiicl? wa}'-ts, old man,"
At this point :Mark and his score or more of deadsbots
with a chuckle.
came into action.
After the Tory boys' conductors bad returned Dick said:
Jack Warren, Ben Spurlock, th e two H arrys, and the
"Break camp at once, boys."
rest all had their eyes on the stream.
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There was not a boy there who was not an expert with
musket or pistol.
A British saddle was urc to be emptied every time one
f them fired, for they were there to defend the place, and
ther would do it.
As soon as the Britisl;i. cavalry entered the stream the
muskets
began to rattle.
I
The old Jog schoolhouse fairly blazed flame, and every
,hot told.
Then Web ter himself entered the stream and began
dowly picking hi ,vay across the rocky bed, his horse
being cautious and needing some urging.
"There's "\V bster," sai.d ?.fork. "Pick him off, Jack."
Jack took careful aim and fired.
An impatient exclamation showed that he had missed.
"Pshaw!" he muttered. " I've missed! I did not SUJJpose I could!"
Then Ben Spurlock, the two Harrys, and Sam Sanderson fired at the British leader.
X either horse nor man was hurt.
"\Yill Freeman, Arthur Mackay, and Phil Waters now
tried to hit Webster.
Xot one could do it.
"He must bear a charmed life," said Mark, picking up
a musket, taking careful aim, and firing.
The shot may haYe struck somewhere, but Webster was
st ill uninjured.
:'.IIPn were hit all around, but he received not a single
bullet.
E,·cry boy in the log schoolhouse fired one or more shots
at him . but not one hit the mark.
"It simply can't be done," muttered Mark.
"\YeP, I don't feel so bad now," added Jack, dryly . "I
frl-e·ught I ,,as losing my aim, but I guess it wasn't to be,
and that's all there is about it."
If the boys could not hit V{ ebster, their fire• was most
effective, just the same, and Tarleton's men felt it.
The Liberty Boys had no love for Tarleton or any o.f his
men, and they fought these redcoats relentlessly wheneyer they met.
Campbell's riflemen and Lee's infantry met the redcoat~
valiantly, and now Webster was reinforced by a party of
He~sians and chasFenrs.
The redcoats were supported by some field pieces which
Cornwallis planted upon an eminence near the stream, and
for a time they did very effective service.
The militi a weTe dismayed by the artillery, and Williams ordereii them to retiTe.
"We must get those guns or silence them," said Dick.
"Yes," said Bob, "ii we can't take them we must stop
their noise."
"Forward! Liberty Boys!" said Dick. "Never mind the
hones. We must get as close as we can without being
seen."
Then, with Bob at his side, and baH the Liberty Boys
at his b:rck, Dick stole rapidly forward.
The guns had just been discharged, and the gunners
were swabbing them out, ready t6l fire again.
'
All at once, with a rush and a cheer, the fifty gallant
lads leaped forwaTd.
'
, Two of the guns were spiked, and the rest overturned
· and sent 'tumbling down the hill.
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'' .Fire!" shouted Dick.
Instantly the muskets cracked, and many gaps wete seen
in the ranks of the redcoats.
Then a rattling pistol volley followed, under the cover
of which the daring boys got away, and reached the mill
in safety.
It was some time befQ_[e the spiked guns could be used,
and meanwhile Lee, Williams, Kirkwood, Colonel Washington, and others were valiantly opposing Webster, Tarle)
ton, the Hessians, and all the redcoats.
Cornwallis's attempt to engage Green had failed, the
American general having retreated across the Haw, in order to keep up his communication with the Toads by which
he expected his supplies and reinforcements.
'11he British force was too strong for the Americans to
successfully cope with for any length of time, however.
They retired in good order, after having done great damage to the British, and with a t-Otal loss of only fifty killed.
Dick and his Liberty Boys had not been dislodged from
1he mill, but when the patriots retired, well along in the
afternoon, they took up other quarters.
Cornwallis did not pursue the patriots, and he was practically defeated, having failed in his main object of forcing Greene into an engagement.
The Liberty Boys were still on Reedy Fork, but at a di.l'rerent point.
They were just as ready to keep the British puzzled as
before, also.
Randall Williams had been in his first engagemenf, and
had come safely out o:f it.
He had acquitted himself nobly, and the boys were all
proud of him.
"There's nothing to be ashamed o:f in the new recruit/'
said Jack.
"Not a bit," echoed Mark.
"He stood up under fire like a veteran," declared Walter
Jennings, "and was as cool as a cucumber."
"He's got his heart in it, and the more he fights the better he'll do it," obi:ened Bob, "and he is just the boy
for us."
"And we'll keep on puzzling the British," remarked
S1am.
"It was too bad, though, to change our quarters and disappoint those Tory boys," laughed Ben.
"Yes," chuckled Jack, "for you may be sure they took
the redcoats to the old camp."
"Well, it's a hard matter to please everyone," said Dick,
with a smile.

CHAPTER X.
IN .A DESPERATE SITUATION.

The fight was over and the Liberty Boys were still at
Reedy Fork, persisting in their resolution of keeping the
British puzzled.
Greene had not received his reinforcements, and in the
mean.fame Williams and Lee were acting independ1mtly
with their light troops.
The Liberty Boys were going to pursue the same tactics
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H er mother brought some golden honey, a loaf 0£ whi te
until such time as Greene would want them in the main
hread., and a pitcher of rich milk, thick wilh cream.
body.
'l'he boy:; laid aside their cocked hats and took seats
The day after the fight Dick took a few of the Liberty
Boys, including Randall, and set out to look orcr the at the table 1rhen the lady herself had seated.
Prudence was a clever girl, and made many bright
ground and spy upon the enemy.
They had ridden some little distance without seeing any ,pceches, while her mother was a woman of rare intelliredcoats when they came to a log house standing back from ~·ence, and could talk understandingly on a variety of subjects.
the road.
Dick. )Iark, Jack, and the rest enjoyed themsel,es great- There was an air of comfort, even of pro~perity, about
the place, and Dick judged that a patriot family must li1·c ]y, refrhing not only the dainty food but the bright co1,.Yersation.
there.
While in the midst of thei r enjoyment, howeYer, Mark,
There was a well-kept kitchen garden at one side, while
could o1tain a view of the road from a side window,
who
someof
look
a
a row of straw-bee hives on a bench showed
:-ncldenly exclaimed :
thing more thalil mere necessaries.
"Redcoats, Dick, and a lot o.E them, on horses."
There were :fowls and pigs, a horse, and t"l>o cmrs, anJ
The boys prang to their feet in an instant.
everything about the place was scrupulously neat.
our haste, madam," said Dick, "but pray ac"Pardon
There were rose bushes bordering the path to the house,
ancl a flowering vine in full bloom nearly covered the front cept our thanks for a most enjoyable entertainment.
Quick, boys, there is no time to lose."
of it.
rrh en he left the house, followed closely by }fark, Ben,
Chintz curtains were at the windows, and through the
Sam.
and
open door the boys caught sight of a neat interior, with hnl
Jack ·warren, with Randall at his side brought up the
women at work.
'l'he boys halted, and in a moment a young girl came rear.
As they reached the road the British caught sight 0£
out and greeted them cordially.
aml set up a shout.
them,
"Have you ridden far?" she asked. "Wouldn't you like
jumped upon :;iiajor's back, :Mark and am mouill,Dick
that
of
something
or
honey,
and
bread
a ju?:· of milk, some
ed hastily, and t hen Jack sprang upon hi bay mare.
sort?"
Ben and Randall were the last to mount, Jack being at
"Y ~ are very good,".,aid Dick, "but a short rest will
side of the new r ecruit.
the
be all that we require."
away they a 1 dashed, the enemy in full pur<uit.
Then
are
YOl}
inside?
come
and
dismount
you
won't
"Then
Sudclenly Hanclall' horse cast a shoe, and fell back.
young for soldiers, aren't you? Why, you are only boy ,
"Jump up with me, old man,' said Jack. " he'll bear
all 0£ you."
.. And yet we are veteran , in a way," with a smile. 11s both all right."
", ome of us have seen nearly five years of service."
Ile was reining in, the redcoats being close behind,
'·That is a long time."
when the new recruit said:
"We are the Liberty Boys. I am the captain; this is my
"~fo, no, ,Jack, go on; it ,rnn't do any good, and we'll
ccond lieutenant, and most of us have seen long service. both be caught."
Thi,i is our new recruit."
In fact, one of the redcoats came da hing up and snatch'' He looks very much like a soldier, for all that," smilin;;. ed at Jack's bridle.
"You are engaged in a noble cau~e, but it seems dreadful
Jack strnck hi hand aside and darted ahead as t, o
for boys to risk their lives a" you do."
redcoats rode up on either side of Randall.
·'When boys are willing to do so, it shows that the canse
They could none of them overtake Jack Warren's bay
mu-t be a just one," proudly.
mare \Yhen he Jet her have a free rein.
In a few moments he had oYertaken Dick and the rest.
"~\nd it is. I fully agree with you, but I wish that
"Rand.all's horse cast a shoe, and they have got him,"
the war was over."
"It will never be over, miss, until the right triumph2. lie cried.
We will never give up until we succeed in driving the in"That' too bad!" muttered l\Iark.
vaders from our shores."
"They have stopped," said Dick, looking back. "Wait
At that moment an elderly woman came to the door a moment, Jack. Go on, l\Iark, and the rest, a little way."
·,
anrl said :
Mark and the others ,rent on, Dick and Jack dismount"Ask the young gentlemen to alight, Prudence, child. ing and watching the road.
Anyone who wears that uniform is sure of a welcome in
The redcoats did not appear, and Dick said:
this house."
"Come on, Jack, let's sec what they are up to. Be cau"Thank you, madam," said Dick, raising his ha( the tious, for they may be up to some trick."
Leaving their horses tethered to the trees, somewhat
rest saluting. "We are out looking for the enemy, but
back from the road, the boys advanced.
have seen none as yet."
Mark and the otheTs went on for some little distance
"I have seen rione myself, and there are doubtless none
and then waited.
in the neighborhood."
Ta.king to the \YOods the two boys went on stealthily,
The boys dismounted, leaving their horses tethered at
presq.ntly hearing voices.
the roadside, and entered the house.
Going a little fa rther they crouched behind the bushes
Prudence spread a white tloth on the table, and brought
and peering out saw Randall surrounded by r edcoats.
out soIM fine china and polished pewter.
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"1\' here i your camp?" a kcd one.

"I won't tell you," firmly.
"You boys are rebels, and guilty o:f treason."
",Ye boys are patriots, and :fighting for freedom. You
redcoats are invaders, serving a tyrant."
"Good boy!" muttered Jack.
"You are a rebel and deserve death. Don't you know
that we are ordered to kill all rebels?"
"Then you are some of 'l'arleton's men. You are not
soldiers, you are murdei'ers."
"Take us to the camp of i.he Liberty Boys, and we will
set you free."
"Betray Dick Slater and the Liberty Boys? NeYer!"
"0:f course he won't!" muttered Jack.
e'll hang you if you don't," threatened the leader.
''I don 't care what you do. I will not betray the boys:''
" \re'll set you free and give you a hundred pounds i:f
:,ou &how us the place."
.. I wouldn't do it for a thousand, not for a hundred
thousand. You have not money enough i.o buy my honor."
"Good for you!" muttered J ack, and Dick had to c:au-( ion the excitable fellow.
"Bring some halters, knot them together, and make a
noose o:f them," said the leader.
This was done.
Randall's arms were bound behind him, and the noose
vas put about his neck and drawn snug.
"Now will you tell us where the camp of you young
re·bels is?" demanded the other.
"Nol" in a firm, strong voice.
"You'll die a shameful death if you don't."
"Death is honorable when one gives his life :for his
c0tmtry," in a clear yoice.
"But it is better to li-vc."
"Better death than dishonor," replied the brave young
prtriot.
"And you won't tell us?"
"No!" without a quaver of the voice.
"Haul away!" cried the redcoats to two soldiers holdin~ the halter.

",,r

CHAPTER XI.
STICKING TO EACH OTIIER.

\.s the two redcoats laid hold of the rope to pull upon it,
h , shots rang out as one.

,)ne of the men was struck in the shoulder, the othe:, ,. , he arm.
'Ihen another shot was heard, and the brutal leader fell,
wiU a dangerous wound in the side.
At once the redcoats were thrown into a panic.
1.1ey fell back, leaving the prisoner still bound and a
n oose about his neck, standing under the tree.
. "(~uick!" hissed Dick. "Away with him_, Jack!"
Jack dashed o·nt, knife in hand, cut the noose and Randall's bonds, and hurried him away.
The r edcoats, seeing only two boys, began to return.
Dick fired two or three shots quickly.
A redcoat was hit at every shot.
" H urry !" cried Dick.
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Jack and the new recruit fairly raced along the roa<l.
Dick fired his remaining shoi.s, all with good effect, and
dashed a:fter them.
The redcoats at once gave cha:'e.
A shower of bullets flew after i.he plucky captain of the
Liberty Boys.
His hat was shot off, and he lost a button from his flying coat-tails.
That was all the damage done by the redcoats.
Jack reached his bay 1~are and j~mped into the saddle.
"Up with you!" he cried. "Dick will be all right."
The new recruit obeyed without a word.
Jack had gone but a few lengths when Dick came up,.
slipped the tether, vaulted into the saddle, and was av;ay
like an arrow from a bow.
Arter the boys raced the redcoats.
In a short time the boys came up with Mark.
"Away with you!" cried Dick.
"We've got him, :Mark!" cried Jack, jubilantly. "It's
all right."
"Hurrah!" shouted all the boys.
Then they all dashed away like the wind, Jack's beautiful bay mare carrying double without a whimper.
In a few minutes they heard hoofbeats ahead of them .
"Liberty forever!" shouted Dick.
"Hurrah! To the rescue!" was the answer, and then
Bob and a score of brave lads hove in sight.
Hob had heard distant shots, and had at once set out
t,; investigate them.
'rhe two parties soon came together, and wheeled.
''Now, then, we arc more evenly matched," said Dick.
"Le: them have it, boys!"
The braYe fellows set up a cheer a the redcoats ,can,cin s_;Eht.
·
Jmtead of only two or even six, there were now nearly
thirty of the Liberty Boys facing the redcoats.
'.rhe latter numbered more than that many, but, as Dick
haci said, the two parties were now more evenly matched.
"8tand firm, boys," said Dick, "and let.every shot tell."
The enemy drew rein about twenty yards away.
"Surrender, you impudent young rebels," commanded
tb.e, leader, who had his arm in a sling.
"Come and take us!" said Dick defiantly. "I think you
will find it a difficult task, though."
He had reloaded his pistols, and was now ready for the
enemy.
The Tedcoats, fancying that it would be no difficult un-·
dertaking to capture a score or more of boys, suddenly
rushed forward.
"Fire!" said Dick.
Crash-roar!
At once a tremendous volley blazed forth.
:;\lore than half the redcoats received hurts, some of
them serious.
Some of the horses were shot dead, and the whole detachment was thrown into confusion.
"Charge!" cried Dick, before the redcoats could fire.
Then delivering a rapid pistol volley, the fearless boys
charged recklessly.
'['he confusion grew to a panic.
In a moment the redcoats were fleeing like a flock of
sheep.
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"By jorn! you are as spirited as you are pretty!" cried
Dick did not pursue them for any great distance, the
~omeone, "and now I must have--"
rout being so complete.
"There i no must aboutit, lieutenant," said Dick, dashIn a few moments the order was given to wheel, and the
boys rode away at a lei urely jog, having no fear of pur- ing into the house, pistol in hand. "If you are not genJ tleman enough to take a lady's refusal as final, we will have
smt.
There was none, and the little party eventually reach- , to teach yon."
. Bob and half a dozen of the Liberty Boys followed Dick
cd camp safe and sound, and with plenty of new to tell.
Randall had lost his horse, but he had his liberty, mlo the room.
The six redcoats suddenly found themselves facing as
which was better still.
His brave conduct in the face of mortal peril endeared many muskets in the hand of a lot of determined boys.
"'l'he lady would have offered you the hospitality of
him more than ever to his comrade , and they cheered
her house, notwithstanding you are enemies," Dick conilim to the echo when they heard of it.
Jack ·warren thought that the story was too good to tinued. "There was no need for you to abuse it.'
"Why, you saucy young rebel, don't you know that we
l,eep to himself, and he told it to Mark anJ a few others.
Then it quickly spread, until every one of the hundred have a right to everything we want in this country?" a-ked the officer.
boys knew it.
"No; and what is more, you won't get it. Tom, Gerald,
"If Dick Slater would risk so much for me, the newrelieve these per ons of their usele3s weap~ms. I
Paul,
est of the Liberty Boys," asked Randall, "what wouldn't he
compliment them by calling them gentlemen."
cannot
do for you or for Bob and Mark?"
The lieutenant attempted to resi t, when Bob -promptly
"Not a bit more, old man," said Jack. "We are all
ple<lged to stand by one another in peril, and Dick would- knocked him down.
" ome fellows are too Jull to learn sense without havn't do any more for me than he would for you or any of
it pounded into them," he said dryly.
ing
the boy ."
In a few moments the redcoat were all di armed.
"And would you do as much for me as you would for
·
:Mark, Jack?"
"Every bit, and it doesn't matter if I liave known you
three years or three days. You are one of us, and that is
CHJ..PTER XII.
enough."
"No wonder, then, that you all stick together so well,
AN UNPLEASANT SURPRl E.
and that you are all so devoted to the captain," ~aid RanI
dall, earnestly.
"Get some halters and make nooses of them," said Dick.
'' I believe you, my boy, as Patsy says," laughed Jack.
The redcoats paled, the lieutenant trembling violently.
Ilandall took his former hor~e, but saw that he was
"Oh, we are not going to hang you," said Dick.
well hod, so that there might be no repetition of the acci"~o, you are not worth it," laughed Bob. "Besides, we
dent which had caused his capture.
don't do things that way. True oldiers do not hang pri '"lt nearly cost me my life, too, Jack," he said gravely. oners of war."
"No, it wasn't that which came near costing your life,"
"You· very nearly killed our captain this morning, you
with a smile.
micerable rebel."
"What was it, then?"
"He should have been in betler busine s than hangiJg
"Your courage, old man, and I hope you'll never lose a patriot boy to make him belr:;i,y his comrades," rejoimd
it."
Dick.
That afternoon Dick went with Bob and a dozen of the
The boys n ow came in with the halters.
boy who had not been with him in the morning, and set
The arms of the r edcoats were bound securely behnd
off toward the house they had visited on that occasion.
them.
Nearing it Dick saw a half-dozen horses tethered to the
Then their ankles were bound so that they could j t
rail fence on the other side of the road.
waik, but lowly.
Looking closer, he saw the glitter of scarlet uniforms,
" ;i-ow you can go," aid Dick. "We will let you kow
and aw half a dozen redcoats talking to the girl and her where our camp is sooner than you expect, perhaps. Yd.11
mother.
never get one of my boys to betray us."
'rhey had evidently just entered, for they were all
"You impudent rebel, I'll live to see yo u hanged yet,"
standing.
muttered the lieutenant.
"You must expect to liYe forever," lau"hed Bob.
"Take care of those horses, Ben Brand and Jim Turn"Your captain is on the way to recovery?" asked Dick of
er," ~aid Dick. "Bob, you and half a dozen come with me.
a second lieutenant.
Don't let them see us till we enfair the house."
"Yes, captain."
The boys hurried on cautiously, keeping out of range of
"I am glad of that. ,Y c neYer take life if \l·c can
the windows.
They were within two yards of the door when they heard Rvoid it. Our comrade's life wa• in peril thi,< mnrn:ng,
a resounding slap, and then Prudence exclaimed indig- ho'l"l·ever, and de<:pcrate measure8 had to he taken.''
The reJcoats were then all marched oul of the hon~c
nantly:
"}Iy kisses are not for my country's enemies, let me and startctl off d(\wn the road.
""~re <lon ·t 11ant pri~oncr~," s:i;,7 Dir·k. "bnt we rlou·t
tell you!"
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"Come on, Cookyspiller, and get something for breakwant you to get too far away before we are well on our
fa t."
own journey."
"Don'd you was got somedings?" asked Carl.
Then the Liberty Boys rode away, taking the captured
" , hure an' Oi haven't. Didn't we lave jusht afther
horses ·with them, after spending a few minutes very
, up per, an' didn't we ate up iverything we had?"
pleasantly with Prudence and her mother.
"Wa dot so?"
' 11 had an idea that the redcoats might vi it you, mad" 'hure an' ain't Oi tellin' yez?"
, am," said Dick, "and so I concluded to drop do1rn this way
"All righd. Where you was went?"
and \)rcvcnt any trouble."
" 'hure an' we'll go to dhe river an' get some foine fi h,
"I it necessary for an Engli h officer to kis every girl
·
so we will."
he .ees?" asked the girl.
righd."
all
wa
"Dot
"but
""\Yell, they seem to think it i ," laughed Bob,
Arrived at the river Patsy said:
our pa trio girls are of a different opinion."
" hure an' it's a long toime since Oi had a shwim, me
":!: think it is a great piece of impertinence myself!"
bhv."
spiritedly.
''Yah, clot wa cl.er same been mit me alretty."
"Yes, so it is; and yet he did sho,w good taste," with a
"Come on, dhin, an' we'll have a shwim an' catch dhe
laugh.
"You're a saucy fellow," aid Prudence, smiling and fish afther."
'l.'hen those two funny Liberty Boys undressed and went
blushing, but not at all displeased.
into the waler.
" o I've been told," with a chuckle.
'l.'hey were greatly enjoying their swim when Patsy cried
The boys now took their leave, and rode back to the
out in alarm:
camp.
"Hurry up wid yez; here come dhe ridcoat . hure au'
It was approaching dusk when two big boy dres,ed in
the ordinary homespun suits of the region came up to the Oi see wan av dhim."
Just then there was a strange noise on the oppo ite
camp,
They asked a few simple que'tions, but u ed their eyes bank.
"Where dey was?" asked Carl, hurrying to the bank.
mnch moi-e than their temgues.
" hure an' dhere dhey are now. Don't yez hear dhim
They took an awkward leave at length, and some of
callin'?"
the boys laughed at them after they had gone.
Then both of them hurried out, and began dressing in
Dick followed them stealthily in the gathering darkhaste.
ne, , and at length heard one of them say:
I "Where dcy was, Batsy?"
'· I reckon we c'n find it ergain, don't yu ?"
The ,trange noioe was repeated.
thet\
red.coats,
thcr
tell
'we
ef
but
kin,
we
'' 'horcly
"Dhere dhcy are, just beyant. Shure, yez can hear dbi.!''l
ernuff."
"Ya , but ef we fetch 'em to thcr rebel ' camp they'll dhe same as mesilf."
Just then a red cow stuck her head out of the bushe on
give u more."
opposite bank ancl bellowed.
the
an'
fightin',
enny
they'
ef
but
will,
"Waal, mebby they
"Dot was ein cow, dot don'd was ein redg@at alr;etty."
we get killed ter death with bullets, ct won't do us enny
" hure an' Oi know dhat, but dhe ridcoat i begO')d, will it?"
Having learned all that he needed to know, Dick return yant."
The cow bello1red again, but there was no sign of any
ed to camp,
"I suspected as much," was his thought, "They could redcoat .
Patsy insisted that he harl seen them, however, and nothno . corrupt one of our boys, but they could bribe tlies'
ing would do but that they must go somewhere else,
Tcries with a little money."
Off they went, therefore, and presently heard Jack call.eeing Bob and Mark, and telling them what he had
to them.
ing
hea-d, he added:
Patsy, are you never coming to get breakfast?"
"Ilallo,
''We will move our camp and keep the BritiJ1 puzzlerl
he a_ kcd, as he came in sight.
a litle longer."
"Shure an/ Oi am. Oi have a foine mes av catfish for
' ot1ldn't. we stay and rnrpri,c them, Dick?" Bob asked.
1
''\Y c (l() not. kno11; ho11· rnany of t.hcm t.o cxpcc-t. Bob, anrl yez."
it night be cla'l!2;•.'ro11,."
"That's good; but where arc i.l1 e1•?"'
''\~en· fr11e," H,'..!;re1'·l lhc Youn:.,: lic11tr11ant.
"Oh my, oh my,•Oi never caught dhim afther all! Oi
"lfc have hrc11 lwrc long rn,Hwli, an) !101,, and it will 11·or gain' to, an' dhin--"
de, 11 harm to clrnnge our cam,·."
""C"nd den we wa" went in shwimming alretty."
'·Xo. it will not."
"Yi~, an' ii.bin rlh c ridcoat~ came an' froightened- - "
''.Yah, dot red cow corned und mage ein pig noise,
BY dark the Lihcrty Boy- \rere on the march, and wen:
to ~1ccp miles away from where they had eaten their sup- und--"
"A red cow?" laughed Jack. "And you ran away?"
per~.
"For sure we did; we was runned lige eferydings, only I
'l.'hcy did not linger near the old camp, any of them,
for although it might be some sati faction to see the dis- was toldt Batsy dot was ein red cow."
"Well, if you knew it was a cow, why did you run?"
appointment of the redcoats, there 1vas danger a well, and
"For cau e I was avraid been dot Batsy would get losed
unnecessarily.
boys
the
exposed
Dick never
off I don'd was went mit him."
Early that morning Patsy said to Carl :
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Dick rode between two redcoats, with others in front
and behind.
rrhere was no ·escape just then, but Dick did not doubt
that there would be shortly.
The camp, a small temporary affair, was about half a
mile distant.
Arriving there, the redcoats dismounted.
Dick got down and, suddenly slapping Major on the
flank, said sharply:
"Home with you, Major!"
The noble animal went flying down the road in an instant.
Before the redcoats had realized what had hap~ened,the horse was out of si~ht.
"Why did you do that?" cried the leader of the party,
angrily.
"Why, I can do without him for a time, and he did not
like his present company. He is quite a superior animal,
·
you must know."
"You impudent rebel, I wanted him myself."
"No doubt. I had an idea you did, but I have just a;:3
great a liking for him myself."
"He'll be lost or stolen, now, and we won't either of us
have him. You're a regular dog in the manger."
CHAPTER XIII.
"You have read Aesop, I see. However, the :fable doe,:;
not apply in this case."
BOB ON THE W .A.TCH.
"You'll have no use for a horse now that you are a pri~
Seeing that there was no escape by a sudden_ dash, oner, and I couli 1i1ve used him."
Dick made no reply.
Dick sat on his horse and said coolly:
He did not think it necessary to explain just why he
"Good-day, gentlemen. This is an unexpected m,eethad sent Major away.
ing. I can hardly call it a pleasure."
The horse would return to camp, and the Liberty Boys
"Well, you're a cool young rebel," muttered one.
would know that Dick was in trouble. i
"Oh, there is no need to get excited," quietly.
Bob Estabrook, riding out alone, some little distance
~'Where were you going?"
from camp, suddenly heard a solitary horse galloping Lt"Back to camp."
ward him.
"Where had you been?"
He drew rein, not knowing if it were a friend or an en"Seeing some of Colonel· Williams's men."
emy that was approaching.
"Whei:e is your camp?"
In a few moments Major came in sight, riderless.
"On Reedy Fork."
"Whoa!" cried Bob.
"How far?"
The noble animal obeyed at 011ce, recognizing Bob.
"A mile or two, perhaps three."
"Something has .happened to Dick!" was Bob's thought.
"Can't you tell us more precisely?"
"I should be delighted to take this entire party to it," "He has sent Major back to let us know."
Taking Major's bridle, Bob rode on at a good speed.
simply.
He could see Major's hoof-prints very plainly, and pres"H'm! no doubt you would," muttered the redcoat,
grasping Dick's meaning at length, so as to make us pris- ently saw that they had come out of a by-road, scar ely
more than a bridle-path.
oners."
He wep.t on more cautiously, suspecting that there might
"No, but to keep you out of mischief for a time."
1
"Well, we'll keep you there instead. You '!lre the cap- be enemies about.
After a while he heard voices and halted.
tain of the Liberty Boys, and you have been making us a
Tethering Major and his own horse to a tree behitjd a
deal of trouble lately."
"Yes, I try to make you all I can, a1!.c1 to keep you puz- clump of bushes away from the path, he advanced rautiously.
zled, as well," quietly.
Dropping upon his bands and knees he at length came
"Well, it will puzzle you "to get away from us now, I
fancy. Cornwallis has given orders for your capture and in sight of the camp.
There were a dozen tents, and near them 'Were the red•
detention."
"Yes, his lordship has always shown a fondneSs for my coats, sitting or standing about.
There were one or two pickets, but they did not seem to
society," with great sangfroid.
It took the redcoat some little time to grasp Dick's be exercising any high degree of vigilance.
There was a sentinel pacing to and fro in front of one
meaning, and at last he said:
"Well, you'll probably keep us company now for a long of the tents, but none before any of the others.
Bob at once came to the conclusion that there was a
time. We're going to our camp, so you'd better go along."

"I think you're a couple of humbugs," laughed Jack.
"But come along and get the best breakfast you can."
Then they went back to the camp, and Patsy got up
a breakfast.
Jack thought that the story was too good to keep ·to himself, however.
In a short time it was all over the camp, and Patsy did
not hear the last of it for days.
That day Di.ck saw some of Colonel Wi.lliams's meu,
and was told that Greene's reinforcements had arrived.
"We expect to be ordered to join the mai.u army in a
short time," th~y said.
"Then it is likely that we will go, too," said Dick.
"I shouldn't wonder."
"Well, we have been keeping the British puzzled while
at Reedy Fork, and we're quite ready to meet the enemy
elsewhere."
Dick then set out to return to camp and tell tke news.
He was about half way to it when, without any warning,
he ran upon a party of redcoats, and was at once surrounded.
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particular reason for guarding this tent while the others
were neglected.
''They've got Dick in there," 11as his thought. "Well,
I 'mu t get him out, that's all."
Then Bob gave a signal used only by himself and Dick.
In a few moments Dick came to the front of the tent,
looked around carelessly, and went back.
He had heard Bob's signal, and had ans'il·ered it in this
manner.
Then Bob signaled again, to let Dick know that he had
been seen.
1
rhe question wa~ now how to get Dick out of the
eamp.
.
Bob worked his way around to the tent ,rhere Dick was.
He was not bound, but the sentinel kept a sharp watch
upon it.
The rear of the tent was closed, but if Dick attempted
to open it or to crawl under it he would be detected at
once.
Bob was a .oy of resources, just as Dick was.
It did not take him long to think of a plan of communicating with Dick otherwise than by signal.
Taking a memorandum-book from his pocket, he tore
out a leaf and wrote:
"Will mak~ a noise on opposite side. Get away in disturuance. :Follow path, ancl you will,find ;,Iajor. Will join
you.-Bob."
Then folding this paper into a small compass, Bob crept
forward on his face to the tent.
It shielded him from the sight of the sentinel, and he
was safe.
Making the cry of a ,1·ood-bird, Bob slipped the roll of
..;>8per under the tent.
In n. few moments he felt it slip from his fingers.
He at once crept away, ancl worked around to the point
•
where he had been at first.
Then, taking his pistols, he suddenly let out a sho.i.t,
and began firing in quick succession.
"Down with 'em, Liberty Boys!" he yelled. "To the
rescue. Down with the redcoats!"
He gave slight wounds to two or three of the redcoats,
and greatly frightened others by sending bullets dangerously close to their heads.
· The little camp was thrown into an inEtant panic.
The redcoats seized their weapons and made a dash toward the point of attack.
Then Dick suddenly d 4shed out, seized the sentry's musht, and tripped hirn up.
Hurrying aronnd the side of the tent, between that and
the next, he fired a shot and set up a shout. ·
Bob shifted his position, fired his last shot, and yelled
like an Indian.
The redcoats thought that they were being attacked on
all sides.
"Secure the prisoner! Don't let them get at him!" cried
the commanding officer.
Then the sentry, who had been slightly stunned by his
fall, leaped to his feet.
"The rebe.lr has escaped!" he shouted.
Drawing his pistol, he ran to the edge of the woods and
fired .
This simply puzzled the redcoats more t•an ever.

Dick made his way rapidly along outside the camp to
the path.
'l'hen he hurried on to where :Major was tethered, being
quic-kly joined by Bob.
"This way, old man!" hissed Bob. "I've got my horse
and yours."
Dick followed, and in a few moments they reached the
two horses.
An instant more and they were in the saddle.
Dick had pistols in his holsters, those in his belt having been taken from him.
In a moment a shout went up that the attack was a false
alarm.
'l'hen the redcoats came swarming out of the camp.
"'rhere they go! there are the rebels!" was the cry.
Then the redcoats leaped upon their horses and went
galloping after the fugitives.
.

CHAPTER XIV.
THE PATRIOT GIRL'S WARNING.

The pursuing redcoats fired a volley as .they went dashing
after Dick and Bob.
Dick seized one of the pistols from the holsters.
Then he turned quickly in his saddle and fired.
Crack!
The report rang out sha~ply, and the leading horse was
stru~k in the neck.
He stumbled and fell, throwing his rider and putting
the whole line into confusion .
The redcoats could no t go more than two abreast at
that point.
Dick's move greatly delayed them.
The boys had gained seyeral lengths before the enemy
were straightened out.
On they came again, and Dick risked a long shot at
them.
He struck the leading horse again, and brought him
down, tangling up the whole line.
"I might have missed that shot!" he muttered, "but it
went right between t~e trees and hit the mark." ·
The boys soon reached the better road, with a good
lead upon the redcoats.
'I'hcy could hear the latter coming on, determined to
catch them.
The redcoats were greatly chagrined at having been
tricked so cleverlv.
They were so ;ure of Dick Slater that his sudden escape mol'tified them greatly.
They must recapture him, therefore, at all hazards.
As they came into the road they saw the two Liberty
Boys at some distance.
·
They would not believe that one boy alone had effected
the rescue.
They were @ertain that there must have been at le11st
a d0zen.
"There's Slater and another," muttered the leader. "We
will get them, anyho_w, and let the others go."
Bob would have laughed heartily liad he heard this
speech.

•
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That night at dusk Prudence came over to the camp.
· The boys reached a fork of the roads at length, when
"There are some redcoats at our house, captain," she
Dick said:
excitedly.
said
know
I
but
one,
right
"Take that one, Bob. Ifs the
"Are they giving you any trouble?"
where this one goes."
"No, they are behaving themselves, but I heard them
"All right," said Bob, and away be dashed.
The redcoats would be puzzled by seeing fresh tracks say-girls are very inquisitive, you know-that they were
going to surprise those saucy young rebels in their camp
on both roads, Dick knew.
They might divide their forces, and probably would, but to-night."
"Perhaps the saucy young rebels will surprise them inthis would cause delay.
Dick did not keep to the road very long, but cut across stead," with a smile.
"I hope you will."
country, and came out upon the road Bob had taken, a lit"We will certainly try to do so, Miss Prudence, and
tle ahead of the redcoats.
Then he flew on at full speed, and at length saw Bob we are very much obliged to you for giving us this information."
and hailed him.
"Oh, I couldn't do less, after your kindness."
Then the two plucky fellows turned aside, and a little
"And they have not troubled you?."
scent,
false
a
on
by
thundering
go
redcoats
the
heard
later
"No; they came up very politely, and mother offered
while they were leisurely making their way to the camp.
Reaching this at fength, Dick reported what he had them some refreshments, cake and wine, and they thanked
her very much. The wine.. is old, and very good, and--"
learned, and told of his adventure with the redcoats.
"And the redcoats talked?" significantly.
"Then we may have to leave Reedy Fork?" said Mark,
"Yes, and I was listening. It was very rude, I know,
inquiringly.
but--"
"I think it is very likely."
"But everything is fair in loYe and war, they say," with
"1Ye've been keeping the Britis~ puzzled for some time,
"I don't beli-eYe it, but in this ca e, if they we:e
laugh.
a
at anv rate."
"Yes, and Bob and I kept them puzzled this afternoon." foolish enough to talk over their plans, it was not wrong
"They are probably puzzled yet, as they did not catc h for you to listen."
"Now I must return, captain, for mother will be left
you," laughed Jack.
ahd- -"
alone,
time
this
again,
moved
Boys
The next day the Liberty
"I will send two of the boys with you," said Dick.
locating not far from where Prudence :Martin and her
"Oh, it isn't at all necessary," but when the boys came
mother lived.
Prudence did not send them away.
np
There were several of the boys who "·ere greatly pleased
saw Bob and Mark, and told them what PruDick
I
girl.
the
to
fancy
great
a
at the change, as they had taken
Dick called at the house with one or two of the boys J Jenee had said.
to thank the lady for her kindness to them, and to see if, "We shall have to get ready for them," he added. "It
,~ not likely that a very large force will be sent against m,
the enemy had troubled her during his absence.
I think we will be able. to handle them."
and
uupersecute
sometimes
"These redcoats and Hessians
did they find out where we were, do you sup"How
be
to
known
are
who
men
protected women and elderly
pse ?" asked Bob.
.,,
patriots," he said.
"I have no idea. Some of the Tory boy of the neigh"So I have known," answered Mrs. Martin.
"Many have been deprived of their property, have been borhood may have told them."
When the boys who had gone home with Prudence reruined by the redcoats simply because they were patriots."
Dick asked them if they had seen any redcoaL
turned
have
I
but
be,
should
"It is terrible that such things
"No, they had gone," they said. "They did not mak~
known it myself."
".As you were known to have sheltered us, and as Miss any trouble, although they drank very freely of the wine."
"'l'hey did not say where their camp was?"
Prudence resented the familiarities of some of the redo, and they only once men ti ned intending to sur"1
said
watch,"
keep
coats, I thought it was just as well to
prise ours."
Dick.
"Very good. We will •be ready for them. Whi ch way
"You are very kind, captain, and I appreciate the atdid they go? Did yolf learn that?"
tention."
"To the north, Mrs. fartin said."
"We are nearer to you now than before, and will therePicking out half a dozen of the trustiest of the boys,
fore be better able to keep an eye on the redcoats, and
Dick said:
prevent their doing any mischief."
"I want you to try and locate the camp of the British,
"It is -very kind of you, captain."
Prudence also thanked Dick for thinking of them, and learn just how many there are, and report."
There were Mark, Jack, Ben, and Randall Williams
expressed the hope that she would see the boys often.
·
the boys selected.
among
be
will
it
"but
"They may not trouble you," said Dick,
of hi s knowledge of the
account
on
chosen
was
Randall
have
redcoats
these
of
many
for
them,
watch
just as well-to
region, as well as to show that he was trusted.
no respect whatever for the property of patriots."
The boys set off in a generally northern direction,~ and
The boys then took their leave, promising to call again
Dick made his way along the stream, keeping a sharp
then
soon.
..
lookout.
to
easy
was
it
house,
the
from
far
being
not
The camp
J ack returned first, and said that he had found the redpat rol it, and keep an e~e on the enemy.
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Doubtless the advance party had expected that the othcoats, i.hat i.hey numbered about a hundred, were mostly
ers would come on, hearing nothing.
infantry, and were part British and part Hessians.
Thus the leaders reasoned.
"'re will be ready for them;' said Dick.
Then they came on with a dash.
They expected to find a sleeping camp, and to effect 1lC'
easy capture.
At once they discovered their mistake.
CHAPTER XV,
Fires suddenly blazed up in many places, and a so id
body of boys could be seen under the trees waiting fo-r
ST RPRI ING TIIE REDCOATS.
them.
"Attention!" cried Dick. "Ready, take aim--,:,
Dick himself lrnd seen a few Ilessians wandering about,
The redcoats fell back.
and had followed them to their camp, so that he could
"Fire!" cried Dick.
r:irroborate Jack's report.
Muskets blazed out all along the line, and the enemy
The other boys came in at last, reporting having seen
nothing, in most cases, although Mark has. stumbled upon quickly realized that there were more of the Liberty :Boys
than they supposed.
the camp after Jack had found it.
Then the watchful boys :fired a pistol volley which did
As it grew darker the fires were allowed to go down till
great damage.
they were merely glowing bed of coals.
Next they ~hifted their p6sitions, reloaded quickly, 2nd
There seemed to be no guards placed, and everyone apdelivered another hot volley .
peared to have o-one to sleep.
It seemed to the puzzled redcoats as though the boy.
.All was quiet in the camp, and there wa very little
were everywhere.
light.
They fled in hot haste, the leaders being unable to con-X ot a sound could be heard, and the boys were apparlrol them.
ently uncomcious of danger.
They were not asleep, howeYer.
Th en the boys charged, firing their pistols.
There were guards, set, also, although none "·ere seen.
Leaders and all were on the run now.
In fact, the boys were never more wide-awake than they
Dick relea ed the captured advance guards, and sm1t
were at this moment.
them off in a hurry.
They were all on the alert, and nothing could escape
The redcoats thought that the boys were afte. the.m
them.
and ran faster.
They were ready to spring up at a moment's notice.
It was some time befor~ they discovered their mi"
_They were placed arnoncr the trees at the point where take .
.. n nttack was most likely to occur, and all along the line,
In tead of surprising the Liberty Boys they had bi
none being- in their tents.
greatly surprised themselves.
At length Dick heard the stealthy tramp of a number
'I'hey had a better opinion of the Liberty
of men.
1hat.
Th e enemy were approaching just in the direction he
Th ey must have revenge, however.
rnpposed they would.
They resolved to take it upon the defenceless w
They came steadily on, and no one opposed or seemed the log cabin.
The captain came to the conclusion that they
t o heell them.
Bullfrogs were croaking, night-birds were crying, and trayed him, and resolved to punish them.
Dick suspected that they would do this.
insects were chirping.
In the early morning, therefore, he moved
These natural sounds, the only ones heard, were the sigdose to the Martin place.
nal ' of the Liberty Boys.
They knew that the enemy were coming now, and were
Early in the forenoon the redcoats came
getting ready for them.
house.
'fhe redcoats halted when not far from the camp.
Greatly to their astonishment they found
Then they sent an advance guard forward to investi- Boys there ahead 0£ them.
gate.
When they appeared the drums beat to arm.
These found everything dark and quiet.
~onnded, and the brave boys came dashing 01
They were about to return and report to the main horses ready to rush upon the enemy.
'Ody.
'I'he redcoats wisely retired, as they had
party.
surrounded.
themselves
found
thev
All of a sudden
Th ey returned with a larger force .
"Utter a sound and ;-ou are a dead man!" was what each
'J;he boys were ready for them, however.
f them heard suddenly hissed in his ear.
rn another moment they were bound, gagged and They did not wait to be attacked, but £el
ish and Hessians forthwith.
hrown to one sicle.
The redcoats fled in great haste, withou
The main body after waiting some time for their return,
Then Dick advanced his lines so as to
t length advanced.
ing in case the enemy again appeared.
:N"othing to alarm them had been heard.
The redcoats were not in suffici-ent f
an
make
to
safe
They naturally supposed that it was
plucky boys, however.
ttack.
+
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"Both their former attacks had failed, and they did
not care to risk another.
The boys were altogether too spry for them, and they
were left alone after that.
Dick did not care to have even a small force of the
--enemy so near him, however.
He therefore took his entire force early that afternoon,
-descended upon the British and Hessians, and drove them
,@ut.
A' number of horses and a quantity of stores were cap1.tured, and the enemy completely routed.
· "'Let them join Cornwallis," said Bob. '.'We-don't want
them hanging upon our skirts."
"No, and it's a good thing that Dick drove them out,"
added Mark.
The boys remained near the house, greatly to the delight
of some of them.
Prudence came to the camp ever,y day, and now and then
the boys went to the house.
At last a message came from General Greene for Dick to
join him at once with the Liberty Boys.
.\ i:"
~--.
,1
I ";J.,_
., '
~

~
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CHAPTER XVI.
A DETERMINED PURSUIT.

General Greene was now at Guilford Court l!ouse.
General Lawson, with a brigade of militia from Virginia,
-1 recently joined him.
'wo brigades 0£ ~ orth Carolina militia under Generals
r and Eaton also formed part of his force.
h a detachment of four hundred regulars the light
f Colonel Williams and Dick Slater's Liberty Boys,
now had a force which he considered equal to grap·th the enemy.
fories of the region had been anxious spectators
ivements of the two generals.
•hen Greene seemed ready to give Cornwallis
ie of them dared rally to the defense of the royal
the issue was in such doubt.
is had advanced from Deep river as far as the
•ting-house at New Garden, from which, send··age back to Bell's Mills, he was now prepar1e upon Greene at Guilford Court House.
e Harry Lee, with his Legion, was near
en meeting-house.
·dered to take the Liberty Boys and join
part of the advance guard when the fight
his, Dick took Bob and went out to reconhin four miles of the Quaker meetingbeing on the farther side o_f it.
disgllised, as they were too near the enseen in uniform.
e Major, as he was too well known.
iaker meeting-house they rode on till
ern frequented by the Tories of the
there would be British officers in it

at this time. T he boys tether ed t heir horse to the fence
and entered. There happned to be no redcoats in it at
the moment.
One of the Tories, who seemed to have been di-inking
rather freely, raised his pewter at this moment and called.
for attention.
"Here's to his gracious majesty, King George of England," he said in thick tones, "and defeat to all rebels!"
Crack! A pistol bullet struck the man's mug, and split
it in half. The Tory was deluged with the contents, and
there was great confusion.
"You contemptible Tory!" cried Bob, before Dick could
check him, "I would have put the bullet into you, only you
are not worth wasting honest lead upon."
At this moment Dick shot a glance out at a side window.
There were redcoats coming.
"Quick, Bob," he hissed. "We have no time to lose."
Then Dick dashed out of the room, closely followed by
Bob. They got outside, and ran swiftly to the front.
As they were mounting their horses, the redcoats were
not ten yards away. Then someone came running out at
the front door.
"Stop the rebels! They're spies! Stop 'em!" was the
cry. Others echoed the cry as the boys dashed off.
The' redcoats started in pursuit at once.
Away went the boys at full speed, fairly racing along
the road.
The redcoats were well mounted, and began to draw
up on the boys. Then they fired a rattling volley at the
two young patriots.
Bob's horse was presently struck twice in the flank. He
stumbled and fell headlong.
.
Bob landed adroitly on his feet and raced on after Dic1..Dick slowed up somewhat and shouted :
"Quick with you, Bob; jump up behind."
Then Bob dashed ahead, took a .O.ying,leap, and landeu
on the horse's back just behind Dick.
The animal could not make as good time with a double
load, of course.
The redcoats did not pull 11-p on him as rapidly as they
had expected. It was a most exciting chase.
They were gaining, and the horse ridden by the boys
began to breathe heavily.
"Go ahead, Bob, I'm going to get oft," said Dick.
"No, no, let me, Dick."
"No; it's all right; there's a good place to get away."
Passing the reins to Bob, Dick threw one leg over the· •
.
,.
saddle, and took a flying leap.
He landed on his feet, and ran on, carried ahead by the
impetus he had secured.
Near to where he had alighted there was a bit of wood~ ' ,
and $Ome swampy ground.
The horse felt the difference as soon as Dick left the saddle. He gave a snort, shook his head, and raced'. on, gain-.
ing on his pursuers for a few moments.
Dick at once made for the woods. He disappeared none
too soon, however, for a perfect shower of bullets flew
after him.
·
This was to Bob's advanta§e, for the r.edcoats did not
fire at him just then.
Dick got into the woods and kQpt on, un'aer ~over, at a
fair r~e of speed.

THE LIGERT'i.:- DO'tS s\.T HEEDY FORK.
The redcoat had pulled the trigger at the moment that,
Dick's sword struck the weapon.
Then the Test of the Teel.coats dashed down upon Dick.
His sword flew with the swi.rtness of a lightning flash.
One man's bat was sliced clean from his head, the blade
barely escaping his scalp.
Another's sword ,ms broken at the hilt as he was about'
to slash at Dick.
Bob flew to Dick's side, and both boys faced a dozen.
redcoats fearlessly.
Then more came up and things looked black for the two
boys.
With a yell and a rush, bowev.er, Mark, with Jack at
CHAPTER XVII.
his side, and a score of brave boys at his back, bore heavily down upon _the redcoats.
.A HOT BRUSH WITH TARLETON.
Jack's fine bay mare boTe him right through the :ranb
of the poorly mounted redcoats, close to Mark, who plungOne of the leading horses of the redcoats was shot, while ed down upon them, slashing right and left.
his rider r eived a bullet in his bridle arm.
Ben Spurlock, Sam Sanderson, the two Harrys, and a
~['he horse fell, throwing the line into confusion.
dozen more, followed, a' fierce human tide dashing upon
Bob raced on, but now some of the Liberty Boys, out on the redcoats.
a scouting trip under the command of Mark came up.
Dick and Bob charged through the line which Mark and
The redcoats were quickly put to flight, the boys out- Jack and the Test prevented from joining again.
numbering them. The boys waited a while, and at length
Everywhere it was the same.
Dick appeared and came forward.
The superior horses of the Virginians and Liberty Boy&
They now rode bfl.ck to camp, Dick riding with Mark, made them dangerous foes.
and Bob getting up behind Jack.
The redcoats were fairly borne down upon, many were
1'hen Dick told the story of the adventures in detail, dismounted, and numbers were killed or taken prison.
ers.
the other being greatly interested.
During the night more of the redcoats came up, and in
Tarleton at once perceived that his weakly mounted~
the morning Cornwallis sent Tarleton fornard t~ meet the were at a decided disadvantage.
He therefore sounded a retreat.
enemy.
Lee at once endeavored to cut him off.
They shortly encountered Lee's Legion and the Liberty
Boys, who were on the watch for them.
Dick Slater gladly joined in this movement, for he well
knew how much glory would result from it if succeso,0n came Tarleton, and at once Lee ordered a charge.
ful.
This was just what the Liberty Boys wanted.
The instant he perceived Lee's intention he gave tha
"Liberty forever! Away with the butcher and his
daring Virginian his full support.
men!" roared the boys.
Light Horse Harry and the Liberty Boys had fought
Tarleton was called the butcher on account of his cruel,
together
on many a battle.field.
bloodthirsty methods, and there wasn't a man in the whole
Virginian greatly admired Dick Slater, Md
The
daring
Continental army who dicl not Rincercly hate him.
The Liberty Boys shared this feeling, but they gave the men of the Loyal Legion and the boys of Dick's troop
battle to Tarleton more for the gain of glory than for re- were firm friends.
Dick gave his orders rapidly, and they were instantly
venge.
·
At the -word they dashed down upon the redcoats, fir- obeyed.
With a rush and a roar, a sweep and a cheer, the brave
ing a volley and uttering a ringing cheer.
Dick and Bob rode side by side, and charged the enemy fellows followed their intrepid young leader.
To cut off 1'arleton meant much to the boys.
most impetuously.
At once a general conflict ensued, horse and foot being
There were some among the redcoats who reaognized the
-wo daring boys as the same they had pui-sued the day engaged.
Dick and Bob fought side by side as before, with Mark
bafore.
and
·Jack, Ben and Sam and a score more close beside them.
Some of these, led by a captaili-who had been in the
Muskets rattled, pistols cracked, sabers whistled, bullet&
bot chase, now rushed at Dick and Bob.
Sabers flashed all about them, and bullets rattled like Rang, brave boys cheered and shouted, and the din was tremendous.
hail.
Amid fire and smoke and the roar of battle the plucky
The captain and a lieutenant flew straight at the boys.
boys fought on undaunted.
' The captain aimed a slashing blow at Dick.
Then the main body of the British army under CornBob shot him in the shoulder, and he dropped his sword
wallis suddenly appeared.
with a clatter.
Lee perceived them, and sounded a retre f-. Then the lieutenant aimed at Bob with his pistol.
The Liberty Boys made a final dash upon the redcoats,
Dick sent it flyin g from his hand with a blow of his
fired a last volley, and then fell back in haste.
sword, and it was discharged in the air.
The redcoats flew after Bob, determined to take at least
one of the daring young fellows.
If they could not get Dick they must be content with
Bob, that was all.
On they sped, gainincr again, and firing a volley.
:For the second time within a quarter-hour Bob had a
horse shot under him.
"It's a hot chase," he said, as he leaped skillfully to the
ground. Then, stooping beside the dying horse, he took
the pistols from the holsters, and fired two shots at the
oncoming enemy.
•
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'They had to fly precipitately, for the enemy were right
·11pon them.
Dick Slater was an expert commander, however, and
managed his boys with consummate skill.
He wheeled and dashed away with the utmost adroitness,
and n.ot a boy of them all was left behind.
Then, with Dick at tlt,lir head, they sped away to join
the a.rm_y, for the real battle was now about to begin.

CHAPTER XVIII.

. . t!P~rf..~'· ;~ ,. ~~ .,. '
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THE BATTLE.

Du.ring the preliminary fight between Tarleton and

Lee

and the Liberty Boys, General Greene was preparing for
action.
He was on a wooded height, a mile south of Guilford
Conti House.

The neighboring country was coYered with forests, with
the err...eption of some cultivated fields about the Court
HoUEe and along the Salisbury road.
This highway passed through the center of the place
from north to south, and was certainly a very important
road.
Greene drew out his troops in three line~.
The North Carolina militia, riflemen and volunteers,
under Generals Butler and Eaton, were in the first
line.
They were posted behind a fence, with an open field in
front, and woods on the flanks and in the rear.
The second line was about three hundred yards behind,
and was composed of Virginia militia under Generals SteYens and Lawson.
They were drawn up across the road and covered by a

wood.
About four hundred yards in the rear ,ms the third
line.

Th.is was composed of Continentals or regulars, those of
Virginia. under Huger on the right, the Marylanders under
Williams on the left.
Colonel Washington, with a body of dragoons, Kirkwood's Delawares, and a battalion of Virginia militia covered the right flank.
Lee's Legion and the Virginia riflemen under Colonel
Campbell covered the left.
Two six-pounders were in the road, in advance of the
first line, while two field-pieces were with the rear line,
where Greene had his position.
The Liberty Boys were with Lee, but Dick held a sort
-of roving commission, and was expected to be wherever
he was needed, the ability of his company to move rapidly
and be in two ~ces at once, apparently, making them
most valuable.
At noon the head of the British army was seen advanc-

ing along ,the Salisbury road.
As they came on they defiled into the fields.

A cannonade was opened upon them from the two six- ,
pounders.
The enemy came on coolly in three columns.
The Hessians and Highlanders under General Leslie
were on the right, the Royal Artillery in the center, an.d
Webster's brigade on the left.
The North Carolinians, in the first line, waited until the
enemy were within one hundred and fifty yards, and then
began to show confusion.
Some discharged their pieces without taking aim, while"
others threw them down and took to flight.
The enemy fired a volley, raised a shout, and then
charged with the bayonet.
This completed the discomfiture of the North Carolina
men.
Some fled to the woods, while others fell back upon the
Virginians in the second line.
General Stevens immediately opened his l' s to let the
fugitives pass, pretending that they had orders to retire.
He took the precaution, however, to post forty riflemen
in the rear of his own line, with orders to fire upon anyone
who should leave his post.
Under ·his spirited command and example the Yirginians held their ground, a:p.d fought with the greatest bravery.
'l'he action became much broken up by the extent of the
ground, the thickness of the woods impeding the cavalry,
which became scattered.
At length the reserves of both armies were called up,
and the action became more general.
Again the British bayonet was successful.
The second line, after having kept the :field for som~
time, was at length obliged to fall back.
General Steven s was wounded in the thigh by a musket
ball, and ordered a retreat.
The enemy now concentrated its forces upon the third
line, and pressed forward with increasing ardor.
Here the hottest fighting of the day now occurred.
Dick and the Liberty Boys had fought valiantly with
Stevens and the Virginians, and now made a stand as the
enemy came on.
The Continental troops, Colonel Washington's dragoons,
and Kirkwood's Delawares were all fresh and in perfect
order, and upon them General Greene relied to retrieve the
day.
He rode a~ong the line calling upon them to stand firm
and gi.ve the enemy a warm reception, the men cheering
and answering that they would.
'rhe First Maryland Regiment was :first attacked by Ccilonel Webster.
It stood the shock bravely, and being seconded by some
Virginia troops and Kirkwood's Delawares, drove Webster
off. Then Dick and the Liberty Boys came up.
"Now then," cried ;Dick, "down with them! Drive out
the redcoats!"
The boys remembered how Webster had escaped them at
the old mill on Reedy Fork, and pressed forward valiantly.
"Away with him!" shouted Dick, and the brave fellow,
pressed Webster with vigor, finally forcing him across a ra
vine.
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Meantime the Second :Maryland regiment was not so
successful.
Colonel tewart, with a battalion of Guards and a company of grenadiers attacked it furiously.
It faltered, gave way, and fled, abandoning the two fieldpiece , which were at once seized by the enemy.
tewart at once started to pursue the enemy.
' At that moment Colonel Washington came spurring up
with his cavalry.
Then Dick Slater and the Liberty Boys returned with
the Delawares from chasing Colonel Webster across the ravine.
They were none too soon.
Colonel Washington gave the word to charge.
lt was obeyed with alacrity.
The Liberty Boys, flushed with victory, charged furiouJy.
"W c want those field-pieces!" cried Dick.
The brave boys answered with a shout, and pressed
on.
In a moment a very hot fight was raging all around
them.
All over the field there was the most intrepid :fighting
being done.
"Now!" shouted Dick, leading the way toward the :fieldpieces. The boys followed with a shout, and fell upon
the enemy with great vigor.
Leaping from their horses, and dashing forward, Dick,
Bob, :Mark, and a score of the bravest of the boys, seized
the gun .
The others followed in a moment.
_ Loading one of the pieces himself, for he was-an expert
gunner, Dick turned it against the enemy, and clapped a
blazing torch upon the vent.
The enemy gave way.
tewart was slain, and there was great slaughter all
around.
The enemy checked the pur uit of Stewart's battalions
by a destructive fire of grapeshot.
Then Webster recrossed the ravine and fell upon Kirkwood and his _Delawar s.
Two regiments approached on the right and left, and
the :fighting was renewed all along the line.
Greene saw that the day was lost, however, there being
no retrieving the evil effect produced by the :first flight of
the North Carolinians.
Unwilling to risk the utter destruction of his army, he
!!OW ordered a retreat.
This was made :in good order, but the artillery had to be
kept on the field.
·
Dick as sorry to give up the :fight, but orders must be
obeyed, of course.
Re ordered the boys to fall back and they set off afrer
the re t.
Then some of Tarleton's cavalry attempted a pursuit.
This was more than the boys would stand.
" Down with them, Liberty Boys," shouted Dick. "Scatter the butchers! Drive t hem back."
The gallant lads replied with a shout, and fell upon
'l'arleton's men.
Dick and Bob, :fighting side by side, with Mark, Jack,

Ben and others close at hand, fairly hurled them~eJves
upon the hated Tarleton men.
The fire was too hot, and in a short time the enemy
fell back.

CHAPTER XIX.

CONCLUSION.

The Liberty Boys set up a tremendous shout as tbe
enemy retired, and then rod e on.
Dick was disappointed at the result of the battle, which
he had expected would turn out otherwise.
But he clid not complain.
"There is little use in crying over spilled milk," l1e said
to Bob. "It .was a defeat, and that's all there is about
it." .
"Yes," said Bob, "but Cornwallis hasn't very much to
boast over, after all."
·
"Very true," said Dick. "His army is cut up and
RCa ttered, and his victory is almost as bacl as a defeat. We
might be a great deal worse off than we are, though, :in
fact."
Greene paused about three miles away to pick up straggler , and then went to his old quarters at Speedwell' ironworks on Troublesome Creek.
The Liberty Boys made a camp in the woods at a safe
distance from the battlefield, and were very comfortable.
It was anything but comfortable for the enemy.
The night was unusually dark, and foe rain fell in torrents.
The army was without tents, and there were not houses
enouah to receive the wounded.
Provisions were scanty, many had scarcely tasted food
for two days, and comforts were out of the question when
ernn necessaries would not be had.
Greene remained at 'l'rou ble~ome Creek, gathering bis
scattered troops.
Dick and the Liberty Boys were resting and waiting fur
a chance to meet the enemy again.
They were a very determined lot of boys.
Cornwallis was :riot only unable to advance, after his
doubtful victory, but could not even hold the ground he
had won.
He was obliged to retreat to some secure positio:n in.
order to secure supplies, and left on the third day after the
battle for Cape Fear river.
Dick, Bob, Mark, Jack, the new recruit, and 2 dozen
others, set out one day to get the news and look OTetr the
land.
They had ridden some distance, when they heard sho s
and yells, and then a shot and a cry for help.
They at once dashed forward, suspecting to see
trouble.
There were Tories in the neighborhood, and the_.ie
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Ben and Sam hurled another one against the little greenbeen making themselves most obnoxious since the bat.
house.
tle.
.A hive was overturned, and the bees came buzzing furii
ously out.
The pigs resented being disturbed, and attacked the intruders.
There was more mud than there was water in the due\:
pond.
rrhe man who had fallen dowrr the well came out shivering.
The one who had crashed into the green-house was baclly cut and scratched.
Dick and the others administered a sound drubbing to
the rest of the T ories.
rrhey were all glad to escape, which they did :in a hurry,
going off on their horses.
They gave the place a wide berth after that.
"I am sorry t hat we have caused so much damage,
ma'am," said Dick, "but we have at least rid yon of these
pests."
"They'll know enough not to come here again," laughed the boy.
However, there was much that Dick and the boys could
'
do.
'l'hey replaced the hives, rebuilt the well-curb, r epaired
the green-house, dug out and drained the duck-pond, fixed
up the pig-sty, and did whatever was n eeded to be done.
The woman of the house was very grateful, and the boy
said he wished they would stay all the time, so that he
could have someone to work with.
However, it wasn't long before the Liberty Boys left the
folks?"
neighbor hood.
"It is none of yer business."
Greene was pursuing Cornwallis into South Carolina,
'<.And I say it is."
and the boys went with him.
"Well, say what yer please."
Here they performe d many brave deeds in the cause of
independence.
"I intend to."
Randall Williams remained wit h the Liberty Boys till
He said more to the same purpose, which some of the
the end of t he war, and distinguished himself on many
nien resented.
One of them caught and beat him with a whip, while occasions.
another tried to kiss the girl.
After the war he married P hyllis Brown, and taught
.T hen they all began to yell and shout and to throw school in the very schoolhouse where he had •refused to
things about.
obey a toadying T ory.
,T he boy seized a pistol from the belt of his tormentor,
P rudence Martin married one of the Liberty Boys at the
and shot at him, inflicting a pamful wound.
same time, and the little place greatly improved.
Then the girl uttered the cry for help which Dick had
Leaving the neighborhood of Guilford, the Liberty Boys
heard.
now sought other fields of labor, and continued to make a_ .
In a few moments the Liberty Boys were at hand.
name for themselves fighting for freedom .
Dick readily took in the situation.
THE E ND.
"Give it to the Tories, boys!" he cried.
Then they all leaped from their horses.
Read "THE LIBERTY BOYS .AND 'CAPTAIN,
"Git out'n here, yer young rebels," cried the leader. JACK; or, LE.ARNING 'rHE ENEMY'S PLA. S,"
uwe're ergoin' ter do jist what we blame please."
which will be the next number (3-19) of "Th~ Libeliy
"Come on, boys," shouted Dick, dashing forward.
Boys of '76."
There were lively times around the cabin in a few · moments.
Bob struck one of the Tories a blow on the jaw, and sent
SPECIAL NOTICE: All back numbers of this weekly
him against the row of bee-hives.
are always in print. If you cannot obtain them from any·
Mark sent a second reeling over the low fence sur- newsdealer, send the price in money or postage stamps by
runding the pig-pen.
PUBLISHER, 24 UNION_
Jack caused one of the bullies to fall against the wooden mail to FRANK TOUSEY,
you will, receive the copies
and
YORK,
NEW
SQUARE,
well-curb, and go down with a crash.
mail.
return
by
order
you
The two llarrys threw another into the, duck-poncl.

Dick suspected that the shouts were uttered by some
of these people.
Not far distant was a log house occupied by a staunch
patriot and his family.
The father was with General Greene, the mother being
at home taking charge of the family.
The house and grounds showed great thrift on the part
of the frugal housewife.
There were bees here, a duck-pond yonder, a well, a
kitchen garden, and a small greenhouse for raising early
:vegetables.
The Tories were incensed at the woman for being a patriot in the first place, and for being fairly prosperous in
the second.
They were lazy and shiftless, and their houses were not
as neat as her pig-sty.
This afternoon, having been drinking at a tavern, they
set off to make trouble for someone.
The house of the thrifty patriot woman was the first.one
they encountered.
They at once began to make trouble.
Tethering their horses at the gate, they tramped over
the flower-beds, entered the house, and demanded not only
food and drink, but money.
The eldest daughter, a girl of sixteen, tried to shield
her mother, but the oldest boy, a lad of twelve, expressed his opinion of the men in no gentle terms.
"You're a lot o' lazy rascals," he said. "Whyn't yer
go ter work an' get yer grub, 'stead er botherin' honest

THE LIBERTY BOYS.

THE LIBERTY BOYS OF '76
NEW YORK, AUGUST

30, 1907.

Terms to Subscribers.
Single Copie.s ... . ...... . ......................... . •........
One Copy Th ree non th .... ......... . ..................... .
One Copy Six nonths .....•.. . •.. .... . .. ..... ...... .......
One Cop:, One Year .......•....... . . ... •.................

.05 Cents
.65
..
$1.25
2 .50

Postage Free.
How To

SEND MONEY.

At our risk send P . 0 . Money Order, Check. or Registered Letter; remi ttances in any other way are at you r risk. \Ve accept Postage
Stamps the same as cash. \Vhen sending silver wrap the coin in a
separate piece of pa.per to a.v oid cutting the envelope. }Vrite vour
11a1ne and address plainl71.
Address lette,·s to

Frank Tousey, Publisher,

:24 Union Sq. , New York.

FROM EVERYWHERE.
Dr. Douglas, of Ponca, Neb., was in his office the other
day with a curiosity in the shape of a double rose, the like of
which had never before been brought to the notice of this
writer. It was a red rose of the common variety, but im the
centre another stem had grown on which was a rose equal
in every way to one from which it had grown. The bush
from which it was picked is full of roses of the same peculiarity. The doctor accounts for this unusual growth by the fact
that the first blooms were retarded by the usually late spring
and that the second or double growth followed .

a school at Hochheide, in Germany, reported by Consul-~neral Richard Guenther, of Frankfort, is very suggestive. Of
the 1,020 children examined, 482 were boys and 538 girls. The
boys had 12,826 defective teeth and only 2,116 sound ones.
Only nineteen of the boys had perfectly sound sets of teeth;
397 sets unfit for chewing food; with 192 boys, disturbances
in general condition due to decayed teeth were observed. Of
the teeth of the girls, 15,747 were found defective and only
931 sound. Only sixteen girls had perfect sets of teeth; 205
girls were suffering in general condition in consequ~nce ot
decayed teeth. The total results showed that ninety per cent.
of all the teeth examined were defective; only 35 out of 1,020
children had sound sets of teeth. In 396 children a poor bodily;
constitution was due to poor teeth. The result shows that
caries, or decay of the teeth, has extremely noxious conse-,
quences.
In the yard of the pretty little English church of Collaton,'
is seen a very curious sun-dial, which is shaped like a cross.
It is composed of white marble, the arms of the cross taking
the place of the usual etyle of hand. The whole thing is.
indeed unique, and is the outcome of a deal of thought and
reasoning on the part of the maker, for the cross had to be
placed in such a slanting position that the shadow thrown
by the edges of the arms truly records the time by the sun.
It will be seen, therefore, that the sizing and testing must
have been no small matter, and speaks words for the patience
and ingenuity of the sculptor. An inscription runs:
If on this dial fall a shade the time redeem,
For lo! it passeth like a dream;
But if it all be blank, then mourn the loss
Of hours unblest by shadows from the cross.

The Hamburg-American line has installed on the Kaiserin
Auguste Victoria a complete safe deposit system, comprising)
about 150 steel safe deposit boxes, similar to those found in
banks. The boxes are as,signed to passengers upon application ·
to the purser, and the re ta! is $1 and $2 for the trip, accordHusband-Are you a"are, my dear, that it takes threeing to the size of the b
Each depositor r eceives a check fourths of my salary to meet your dressmaker's bills?
or identification, thus assuring him of the safekeeping of hi;, Wife--Goodness gracious what do you do with al1' the rest
jewelry, money, documents, etc., and relieving him of the of your money?"
anxiety caused by the retention of such valuables in the stateJoan-It's an easy matter for a man to get married. All
room or on his person. The company intends to install this
he has to do is to find a bigger fool than he is.
safe deposit system on all its large ships.
Kate-Yes, but it is rather difficult for some men to do that,
In Muskogee, Indian Territory, a negro who drives the street I imagine.
sweeper has a fine bird dog which walks ahead of the sweeper
Kitty-You didn't look a bit pleased when Fred told you
at night and carries a lighted lantern in his mouth. The
other night, as he was crossing the railroad track, he stopped you were the best girl in all the world.
Esther-Had I shown how pleased I was, it would have SQ
a minute to look back to see if the sweeper was coming.
Being a dog of a happy disposition, he wagged his tail, and tickled his vanity that he'd be saying the same thing to every
incidentally his head wagged at the same time. The switching girl he met.
crew saw the light moving and stopped their train. It moved
"Oh, papa, the baggage car was on fire at the depot!" ·again, and they started, and this reverse motion was kept up
"Vi1hat caused it, my little dear?"
for some time, until the engineer was exhausted in operating
"A hot newspaper, the station-master said." She meant
his reverse lever. He jumped and ran back to see what the
signals meant, and when he saw the cause of it he said a hot journal.
something. It is needless to say that after this he will work
"So you went to see one of those old New England plays?
only on signals that are given higher from the ground.
Was it realistic? "
"Indeed it was. Why, when the rain came up Uncle Henry'•
The value of the diamond is at so much per carat, and up
to a certain limit the value per carat increases as the size of corns began to hurt him."
the stone increases. When a carat diamond is quoted at $125,
Old Gentleman-So you think my daughter loves you, slr,
a diamond weighing a half a carat is counted at the rate of
$75 per carat, three-quarter carat diamonds at $100 per carat, and you wish to marry her?
Dudleigh-That's what I called to see you about. Is there
one and one-quarter carat diamonds at $140 per carat, and one
and one-half carat diamonds at $150 per carat, one and three- any insanity iµ your family?
Old Gentleman-No, sir, and there's not going to be any.
quarter carat diamonds at $180 per carat, and two carat stones
at $200 per carat. Stones weighing more than two carats
sell at about the same rate as that quoted for two carat
"What are the respective ages of the father and the son?•
stones, and do not increase as rapidly, owing to the more
"Well, I judge that the former is over fifty, because I nolimited demand for the larger sized stones.
tice he likes to be called 'my boy,' and that the latter Is under
twenty-five, for the reason that it pleases him to be addressed
. The result of th e examination of the teeth of the pupils of as 'old man.' "
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FROM THE JAWS OF DEATH.
By HORACE APPLETON.
Arthur Armstrong was a commercial traveler, representfag a.. §acge firm of jewelers in London, and had for some
years stood high in the estimation of his employers. He was

eng-4&.-ed to a young Scotch lady named Hammond, to whom
he was ardently attached, and the day fixed for the wedding
as aot far distant.
ArUmr Armstro:ng left Glasgow by the mail train fo r Londou. on Saturday morning the 27th of November, and had not
been n eard of since that date. He had with him valuable
p1:~y in the way of samples, besides a considerable sum
of m.miey belonging to the firm.
A. week had elapsed before the matter was put in my hands.
!. immediately called upon Armstrong's employers, but could
extract l.ittle from them. Up to the time of his disappearance
they had placed implicit confidence in him, and he had been
15'0 suecessful in his capacity of traveler that it was probable
tilai: he would shortly have a small share in the business.
"' Rave you any reason, Mr. Blanke, to suppose that Armsttoag was in monetary difficulties?" I asked.
"'None whatever," he replied. "Indeed, that is what makes
l!lis disappearance more inexplicable, for although the money
~ i. valuables which he had with him when he left Glasgow
•iv-.tre worth a considerable sum of money, we find that he has
~..ged to save a sum, which lies at his banker's, that would
aw..ipl,y oover the amount of the goods and money he had
wftti ll!im."

I ireoolved to leave London that night, and on arriving in
put up at the Cobden Hotel. After having break~ . l proceeded to Sauchiehall street, where Miss Hammoo'l.d lived, saw her, and. was at once convinced that Armstro'l\g b.a.d not given her the slip; for it has never been my
Hot to meet with a more amiable and lovely young lady.
I r..iarn.ed that Armstrong had left Miss Ha=ond on the
~ affedionate terms. His last words as the train left the
:3'"...?.ti(m to where she had accompanied him in company with
~ mother, were to the effect that this would be their last
ii,i:!l:...<'tmg before they were united.
l'Cws Hammond retired for a little time, and, in talking mat~ GV'Elr with her mother, I learned that her daughter had
C'.'eOOiived vadous offers of marriage, some of a very advantage•'.)U'S ~nd, but all of which she had refused in favor of Armsttw g. [ also learned that the young lady had a small fort ww m her own right.
· 1-.;, { was conversing with Mrs. Hammond, a visitor was
a = r ~ . whom the lady introduced to me as Dr. Allen,
a ~.,manly-looking man of about forty-indeed, a singularly
~.0:im.e-looking man, but, nevertheless, with a somewhat
~ ~ression of countenance.
"'I ar& utterly at a loss to account for Armstrong abscondfmg,"' s:?iit the doctor.
"It iiB lly no means certain that he has absconded," I replied.
"Hew, then, can you account for his heartless desertion of
Mi Hammond?" he replied.
.. , .u,m not prepared at the present moment to answer that
q'll-eslion., but I feel confident that whatever the cause of his dis, , . ~•nce may be, it is not of his seeking; and of that," I
Sl-lliful!. turning to Miss Hammond, who had re-entered the
~ "you may rest assured.
Have you a photograph of
.r-. Armstrong?"
.. Yes," was the young lady's reply. "I have one which was
ta
very recently."
~ l.}roduced it for me, and I promised to take every care
~3W,

of..

t k~o. returned to my hotel to ponder over all I had heard.
reflections were suddenly disturbed by the entrance of a
~ . who handed me a note. I was surprised to find it
was from Miss Hammond, written evidently in a hurried
r, and requesting me to call upon her at the earliest
'[)0011i'hle moment. I lost no time in reaching Sauchiehall
a"'
~'!l:d found Miss Hammond in a terribly agitated state
--t'be:- cause of which I found to be a letter from Armstrong
flimself, which ran as follows:
I[

"London, December 6th.
" My dear Helen : I fear what you will term my disappear ance must have caused you pain; but, believe me, wh at I have
done is for the best. Before you r eceive this, I shall be on my
way to a distant country, from which I shall never return. In
a short time, I trust, you will forget one who is totally un. worthy of your love.
" Yours very truly,
" Arthur Armstrong."
This heartless letter almost rendered me speechless, and. for
a moment I was utterly unable to offer a word of consolation.
However, procuring another of Armstrong's letters, I put
the two in the hands of an expert, who in less than a quarter
CJ. an hour pronounced the letter which had caused Miss Hammond so much trouble a forgery,
I debated in my own mind whethe r it would be advisable to
inform the young lady of this circumstance, and, coming tc
the conclusion that I could safely rely upon her, made her acquainted with the fact, which greatly relieved her mind.
I had little difficulty in gaining the following particulars
from t he railway guard who had charge of the train on the
morning of the 27th of November :
He recollected perfectly well seeing -Mr. Armstrong, and he
was certain that gentleman arrived safely in London. H a
could remember seeing him in the carriage at the last stoppage prior to the t rain reaching St. Pancras. That was the
last he had seen of him up to that time.
I booked fo r London, and my thoughts during the whole
journey were intent upon the matter, and no other solution
of the mystery could I arrive at than that Armstrong had been
robbed and murdered.
Immediately on my arrival at St. Pancras, I asked to see the
station-master, and acquainted him with as many particulars
of the case as I deemed necessary. I expressed a wish to examine the porters who were in attendance on the arrival ue
the train from Scotland on the 27th of November. With this
request he readily complied.
'The first four to whom I showed Armstrong's photograp'.1
had no recollection of seeing the gentleman in question ; but
on the fiflh being shown the likeness he at once said that
he remembered the gentleman perfectly well. The night was
intensely foggy, and he had taken the gentleman's traps to a
four-wheeler, and was about to put them on the cab when
Mr. Armstrong was accosted by two m en-one of whom held
a paper in his hand. •rhey took him aside. H e could not hear
what was said, but he could see the young man was much agitated.. After a minute or two he became calmer, another
cab was called, the luggage was put on the top, and the three
persons went off together.
" Did you notice the number of the cab?" I asked.
" No, sir; nor was the cabman known to me. I have not
seen him since that n ight."
" Describe to me as accurately as you can, the appear an ce of
the two men, and also the cabman. Be very particular on this
point, if you please. "
"Well, sir," said the porter, "both men were pretty tallish,
and wore dark ulsters with the collars turned up, so that I
did not get a good look at their faces. One had a b.lack/
beard and mustache, and the other only had sidewhiskers.
The driver was like most other cabmen-n-0thing particu~r
to notice about him."
" Do you know the cab man who was first called?"
"Yes, sir, and the number of the cab."
I could extract nothing further from the porter, and at an
interview I had with the cabman who was first called, I fou nd
the particulars I had gleaned verified, with the additional information that the persons who held the paper had asked tile
young mat'l if his name was Armstrong, and on his replying
in the affirmative, had taken him aside for a few minutes.
I laid the particulars which I had gleaned before my chief,
who placed every possible means at my disposal for followi ng
up the clew I had obtained. I traveled in various disguises,
with plenty of luggage, from London to Glasgow, in the hope
that the ruffians, being successful with Armstrong, might
again try the same game; but nothing came of it. Miss Ham.
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mond's hoi1se was closely watched, but no clew whatever
could be obtained.
Four mon ths had passed away, and I was again returning·
to London, having gained no furt her particulars. The train
stopping at a certain station for a few minutes, I proceeded
to the refreshment bar, and had just ordered a glass of bit' . ters, when I observed the barmaid return a half-crown to a
customer, with the announcement that it was a bad one.
The man, of course, expressed his surprise, stated that he
had received it at the booking office in Glasgow, and tendered
"another in its stead, expressing his determination to commumcate with the company on the matter.
I made up my mind to watch this man, and saw him enter
a third-class carriage. On one other occasion at a refreshment bar he tendered a two-shilling piece, which when he
left, I hurriedly obtained from the barmaid, giving another
in exchange.
The coin was a spurious one.
I now entered the compartment in which the susp1c1ous
individual traveled, there being no further stoppage before
r aching London. It may be mentioned that I was on this
occasion carefully got-up as a countryman.
I had not been many minutes seated, when I was asked to
take a hand at cards, at which I at once consented.
We played "nap," and I soon discovered that I was playing
with a thorough blackleg. Apparently taking no notice, however, I played on, and while he won about three pounds from
me, I had obtained about a pound of his money, which was
all spurious.
After plying me with numberless questions as to what I was
going to London for, I led him to believe that it was my firs t
visit to the metropolis, that I had no particular business, and
was simply going to the great city for the purpose of seeing
a little life and spending my money.
The bait took, his eyes sparkled, and on our arrival in London, he generously treated me to a sumptuous su·pper, being
careful to pay, lest I might attempt to pass some of the spurious coin which he had given me.
Feeling sure of my man, I refused his invitation to sleep
at his mother's house at Finchley, and on expressing my de~ermination to stay at a coffee-house in Catherine street,
Strand, he reluctantly left me, promising to call on me early
the following morning.
As I had anticipated, early the next morning my "pal" of
the previous evening called at the coffee-howse, where he
generously paid my bill, fearing, as I knew perfectly well, that
I should part wit]l some of the base coins.
Leaving the coffee-house, I found my assistants stationed
outside, and allowed my "pal" to do with me what he liked.
Not to weary the reader with details, I may simply state
that we went to several places during the course of the day,
drank together, dined together, and, when night approached,
accepted his offer to sleep at his mother's house at Finchley.
We then proceeded toward his "mother's" house, which I
found to be in a very retired part.
No sooner had I discovered the situation of the house than,
quick as thought, I slipped the handcuffs upon his wrists.
For a moment or two he seemed utterly bewildered; then he
gave a peculiar whistle, and, manacled as he was, fought with
·the fury of an enraged t iger.
I had signaled for my attendants, whom I expected every
moment. Then I heard footsteps rapidly approaching from
•the direction in which the house was situated. In a few moments more I fo und myself confronted by two men, with
no thing to defen<i myself but a stout stick.
I defended myself as well as I could, and succeeded in placing one of my assailants hors de combat, when I received a
blow which, for the moment, staggered me, and sent me reeling to the ground, where I was brutally kicked by the fellow
I had handcuffed.
Luckily, my assistants now appeared on the scene, and the
ruffians were secured.
'
After the prisoners were in safe custody, I decided to remain
, in the house with 6>ne of my assistants.
Early in the morning we began a thorough search of the
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house-which was a very old one, but had been built in a most
substantial manner-and it was some hours before we discovered a carefully concealed entrance to a chamber at t he end
o[ the hall , which led down s4lme steps to a cellar. Here we
found all the material used by the coiners and a quantity of
base coin, all ready for the "market." This discovery I had
fully expected, but I had some indefinite idea that I should
find something relating to Armstrong, from the fact of the
coin which I had received from the cabman tallying in all
particulars with coins which I got from one of my prisoners.
I \Vas about to give up all hopes of learning anything more
about the matter, when an exclamation from one of my assistants drew my attention to another entrance, which he
discovered.
We managed to gain admittance, and found ourselves-after
descending a few steps, in a cellar, and-merciful heavens!we saw a man lying on a coarse bed in a corner of the den.
With great care we had him removed to another room,
where there was a good bed ; then a doctor was obtained, and
everything possible done to bring the man around.
Then we learned it was no other than Arthur Armstrong!
I sent a carefully worded letter to Miss Hammond, admsing
her and her mother to come to London, as I had obtained
information of very satisfactory character regarding Mr. Armstrong. I need scarcely say that the young lady and her
mother lost no time ih coming up. The news was gently
broken to Miss Hammond, and, although she was much agitated, nothing serious ensued. Mr. Armstrong was removed to
his mother's house at Surbiton, and under her gentle care and
that of Miss Hammond he rapidly recovered.
Armstrong's story was briefly as follows: On the night ot
his disappearance, and when he was about to enter a cab, he
was accosted by two men, who said they were detectives sent
from Scotland Yard with a warrant for his apprehension on a
charge of forgery at the instance of Messrs. Blanke & Co.
He was, of course, indignant, but they said if he could prove
bis entire innocence he would not be detained, and advised
him to go quietly with them, else they would have to use
force.
To prevent a scene, and feeling certain that he would not
be detained any length of time, he consented to go with
them. No sooner was he in the cab than the ruffians gagged
him, and when he left the cab he was blindfolded, put into
the cellar, and had been there until he was discovered by my
instrumentality. He had been fairly well treated in the way
of food, and had teen attended all the time by an old woman
who lived in the house, but who, however, escaped us. A serious illness had reduced him to the state in which we found
him.
Our prisoners were sent to long terms of serYitude, and but
for the confession of one of them, this in all probaibility would
have been the end of the story.
The fellow admitted that an attorney in Glasgow, who at
one time had succeeded in getting him off from a charge of
passing base coin, had engaged him to do the job, furnished
him with all particulars concerning Armstrong, and suggested
the means by which he could easily be entrapped.
The understanding was that Armstrong was to be well treated, but on no account to be allowed to communicate with any.
one, and four hundred pounds a year was to be paid to them
so Jong as he was in their custody.
I lost no time in reaching Glasgow, but my bird had ilown,
and I found that the same day Miss Hammond had left Glasgow, Dr. Allen, who had read my letter to the young lady, had
committed suicide by blowing out his brains.
I was handsomely rewarded by the parties concerned in
the matter, and I had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Armstrong
united to Miss Hammond, having been invited to the wedding.
The rifle presented to Davy Crockett, the hero of the Alamo,
by five hundred young Whigs of Philadelphia, is now in possession of John Wesley Crockett, of Arkansas, a great-grandson of the hero. He also has a gold watch formerly carried
by the illustrious Davy.
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N o. 81. HOW TO MESMERIZE.-C ontaining the most apfproved methods of mesmerism ; also , how to cure all kinds of
cliaeases by animal magnetism, or, magnetic healing. By Prof. Leo
ftlugoKoch, A. C. S., author of "How to Hypnotize," etc.

PALMISTRY.

}

N(?. 72. HOW TO DO SI X TY TRICK S WITH CARDS.-Em•
bracmg all of the latest an d most deceptive card tricks with il•
.'
lustrations. . By A. Anderson.
No.. 7_7. HOW ,TO DO FORTY TRICKS WITH CARDS.Conta1m~~ deceptive Card Tricks as performed by leading conjurers
and magicians. A rranged for home amusement. F ully illustrated.

MAGIC.
No. 82. HOW TO DO PALMISTRY.-C ontaining the most ap·
No. ?· HOW Il'O DO TRICKS.,-The great book of magic and
!!)roved methods of reading the lines on the hand, together with
on all the leading card t ricks
instruction
full
111 full explanation of their meaning. Also explaining phrenology, card tncks, containing
by
llnd the key for telling character by the bumps on the bead. By of the d~y, also ~~e most popular magical illusions as performed
om: lea?mg mag1crnns ; every boy should obtain a copy of this book,
!Leo Hugo Koch, A. C. S. Fully illustrated.
as 1t will bofu amuse ,and instruct.
HYPNOTISM .
No: 22. HO~ TO DO '~COND SIGHT.-Heller's seconJ sight
No.t-83. tIOW TO HYPNOTIZE.-C ontaining valuable and in• explamed b:l'. his former ass1st~nt, Fred IIunt, Jr. Explaining how
1itruct1ve information regarding the science of hypnotism. Also the secret dialogues were earned on between the magician and the
11xplaining the most -approved methous which are employed by the boy on the stage; also giving all the codes and signals. The only
authentic exi,lanation of second sight.
lbading hypnotists of the world. By Leo Hugo Koch, A.C.S.
No. 43. HOW ·TO BECOJµE ~ l\IAGICIAN.---;C ontaining the
SPORTING.
gran!1,est assort~ent ?f mag1ca_l illusions ever placed before the
No. 21. HOW TO HUNT AND FISH.-The most complete public. Also tricks with cards. mcantations, etc.
~unting and fishing guide ever published. It contains full in·
No. 68. HO~V TO DO _CHE~HCAL TH.ICKS.-Conta. ining over
11tructions about guns, hunting dogs, traps, trapping and fishing, one hundred h1ghly -amusmg and instructive tricks with chemicals.
(together ;with descriptions of game and fish.
By A. Anderson. Handsomely illustrate.I.
No. 26. HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT.-Fully
No. 69. HOW TO DO SLEIGHT OF HAND.- Containing over
Illustrated. Every boy should know how to row and sail a boat. !ifty of the latest and best 'tricks used by magicians. Also containFull instructions are given in this little book, together with in- mg the secret of second sight. Fully illustr-ated. By A. Anderson.
1tructions on swimming and riding, companion sports to boating.
. No .. 70. HOW ~O :MAJCE MAGIC ':!-'OYS.-Contairu ng full
No. 47. HOW TO B~EAK, RIDE .A.ND DRIVE A HORSE.- directions for makrng Magic Toys and devices of many kinds. By
A complete treatise on the horse. Describing the most useful horses A. Anderson. Fully illust.-ated.
for business, the best horses for the road; also valuable recipes for
No. 73._HOW: TO J:?O TRICKS WITfINUMBER S.-Showing
diseases pect1liar to the horse.
curious tr1c~s with figures and the magic of numbers. By A.
many
handy
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Anderson. Fully illustrated.
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for
directions
full
containing
boys,
for
book
_No. 7_5. HO\Y TO ~ECOME A CONJUROR. - Containing
and the most popular manner of sailing them. Fully illustrated. tricks with Dommos, Dice, Cups anJ Balls, Hats, etc. Embracing
By 0. Stansfield •Hicks.
thirty-six illust1·atioris. By .A.. Anderson.
No. 78. ~qw TO DO THE _BLACK ART.-Containin g a comF'ORTUNE TELLING.
descr1pt10n of the mysteries of Magic and Sleight of Hand
No. i. NAPOLEON'S ORACULUM AND DREAM BOOK.- plete
with many wonderful experiments. By A. A.ndersQD' _,,,.
Oontaining the great oracle of human destiny; also the true mean- together
Illustrated.
ceremonies,
charms,
with
together
dreams,
of
kind
any
Ing of almost
and curious games of cards. A complete book.
M ECH AN I CAL.
No. 23. HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS.-Every body dreams,
BECOME AN INVENTOR-E very . boy
TO
HOW
29.
No.
book
little
from the little child to the aged man and woman. This
should know how inventions originated. This book explains them
lucky
with
together
dreams,
of
kinds
r ives the explanation to all
all, givil!g examples in electricity, hydra,µlics, magnetism, optics,
and unlucky Jays, and "Napoleon's Oraculum," the book of fate.
pneumatics, mechanics, etc. The most instructive book published.
No. 28. HOW TO TELL FORTUNES.-Ev eryone is desirous of . No. 5!?. HOW TO BECOM!+) AN ENGINEER.-Co nta.ining full
knowing what his future life will bring forth, whether happiness or mstrucbons how to proceed m order to become a locomotive en•
misery, wealth or poverty. You can tell by a glance at this little gineer; also directions for building a model locomotive· together
book. Buy one and be convinced. Tell your own fortune. 'I'ell with a full description of everything an engineer should) know.
the fortune of your friends.
No. 57. HOW TO 1\IAKE MUSICAL INSTROMENTS . -Full
No. '76. .HOW TO '.rELL FORTUNES BY THE HAND.- directions 'how to make a Banjo, Violin, Zither, 1Eolian .Harp, Xyl<r
hand,
the
of
Containing rules for telling fortunes by the aid of lines
phone and other musical instruments; together with a brief deor the secret of palmistry. Also the secret of telling future events scription of nearly every musical instrument used in ancient or
by aid of moles, marks, scars, etc. Illustrated. By A. Anderson. modern times. Pl"Ofusely illustrated. By Algernon S . Fitzgerald.
for twenty years bandmaster·of the Royal Bengal Marines.
ATHLETIC.
No. 59. HOW TO MAKE A MAGIC LANTEJRN.-Con ta.ining
No. 6. HOW TO BECOl'1E AN ATHLETE.-Giv ing full in- a description
of the lantern, together with its history and invention.
■truction for the use of dumb bells, Indian clubs; parallel bars,
Also full directions for lts use and for p ainting slides. Handsomely
horizontal ' bars and various other methods ' of developing a good, illustrated.
By John Allen.
healthy muscle; containing over sirty illustrmions. Every boy can
No. 71. HOW TO DO MECHANICAL TRICKS.-Contai nini; ..
become strong anJ healthy by following the instructions contained complete
for.performing over sixty Mechanical T ricks.
instructions
!in this little book.
illustrated:
No. 10. HOW TO BOX.-The art of self-defense made easy. By A. Anderson. Fully
©ontaining over thirty illustrations of guards, blows, and the differWAITING.
LETTER
ent positions of a good boxer. Every boy .should obtain one of
· No. 11. HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS .- A most com
.i hese useful al).d instructive books, as it will teach you how to box plete
little book, containing full directions for writing love-letters,
without an instructor.
and when ·to use them, giving specimen letters for young and old. 1
No. 25. HOW TO BECOUE A GYMNAST.-Con taining full
No. 12. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO LADIES.-Givin e
Instructions for all kinds of gymnastic sports and athletic exercises. complete instructions for writing letters to ladies on all subjects ;
Macdonald.
W.
Professor
By
illustrations.
Embracing thirty-five
also letters of introduction. notes and requests .
.A handy and useful book.
No. 24. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS,TO GENTLEMEN. No. 34. HOW TO FENCE.-Contain ing full instruction for Cpntaining full directions for writing to gentlemen on all subjects ;
fencing and the use of the broadsword; also instruction in archery. also giving sample letters for instruction.
Descri-bed.'with twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best
No. 53. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS.-A wonderful little
!P(),Sitions in fencing. A complete book.
book, telling you how to write to youl' sweetheart, your father,
mother, sister, brother, employer ; and, in fact, everybody and anyTRICKS WITH CARDS.
.,
to write to. Every young man and .every youne
No. 51. HOW TO DO TRICKS WITH CARDS.-Contai ning body you wish
book.
uplanations of t'he general principles of sleight-of-hand applicable lady in the land sbould ·h ave this LETTERS
COR RECTLY.-Con•
No. 74. HOW TO WRITE
ID card tricks; of card tricks with ordinary cards, and not requiring
full instructions for wri ting .letters on a lmost any subject;
■Jeight-of-hand; of tricks involving sleight-of-hand, or the use of taining
,
also rules for punctuc:£9n and composition with specimen letters,,
apecially prepared cards. By Professor Haffner. Illustrated.
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No. 41. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK E..~D MEN'S JOKE
BOOK.-Containing a great variety of the latest jokes used by the
· most famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete without
this wonderful little book.
r-fo._4~. THE 1?OYS OF NEW YORK STUMP S~EAKER.Contai?mg a vaned asso,rtment of stump speeches, Negro, Dutch
a>1d Irish. Also end mens jokes. Just the thing for home amusement and amateur shows.·
No. 45. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK MINSTREL GUIDE
AND JOKl!l B(?OK.;--Something new a!Jd very instructive. Every
• b?y_ s)lould obtam this ~ook, as it contams full instructions for orgamzmg an amateur mmstrel troupe.
. No. 65. MULDOON'S JOKES.-'l'his is one of the most original
Joke books ever published, and it is brimful of wit and humor It
-contains a large collection of _songs, jo)rns, conundrums, etc:, of
Terrence Muldoon, the great wit, humorist, and practical joker of
the day. Every boy who can enjoy a good substantial joke should
obtain a copy immediately.
No._ 79. HQW TO BECO:\IE AN ACTOR.-Containing complete mstruct1ons how to · make up for various characters on the
s,tage_; togE;ther with the duties of the Stage l\Ianager, Prompter,
Sce!11c Artist' and Property l\lan. By a prominent Stage Manager.
:I\~. 80. GUS ,vILLI.Al\IS' JOKE BOOK.-Containing the Jat,est Jokes, anecdotes and funny stories of this world-renowned and
ever popular llerman comedian. Sixty-four pages· handsome
<:olored cover containing a half-tone photo of the author.'

_BECOM_E A SPEAKER.-Containing folJi<l
31.
teen 11lustrat1ons, g1vmg the different positions requisite to becomi;l
a good speaker, reader and eloctitionist. Also containing gems froa:i
a_ll the popular authors of prose and poetry arranged in the m~
'
simple and concise manner possible.
No. 49. _HOW TO DEBA'.rE.-Giving rules for conducting d.bates, outlines for_ de~ates, qu_estions for dis·cussion, and the beri
sources for procurmg mformat1on on the questions given.

SOCiETY.

•

No. 3. H;OW TO rL~R'l'.-The arts and wiles of flirtation ar~
fully expl~iqed by this little book. Besides the various methods of
ha_ul~erchief,_ fan, glove, parasol; window and hat flirtation, it con~ams a _full hst of t.he language and sentiment of flowers, which ie
m_terestmg to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happf
without one.
. No. 4. H_OW _TO DANCE is the title of a new and handsome
l~ttle _book Just issued ?Y l!~rank Tousey. lt contains full instruchons ID the art of dancmg, etiquette in the ball-room and at partiell;,
how to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popubtr squar®
·
dances.
No. l_>. HOW T(? MA~~ LOVIp.-A c~mplcte guide ti:i Ion,
courtship and ma~riage, g1vmg sensible advice, rules and et1quett'!J
to be observed, with many curious and interesting things not gemQ
E:rally known.
No. 1 i. f!:OW TO DRE_SS.-Containing full instruction in tb.i
art of dressmg and appearmg well at home and abroad giving tb<!l
selections of colors, material. and how to have them made up
~o. 18. HOW TO BECO:\IEJ BEAUTIFUL.-One 0°f tb.i
HOUSE:KEEPING.
brightest and_ most valuable little books ever given to the ;world.
GARDE:N'.-Containing
N~. 16. H9W TO KEEP A_ WIND_O_w
Everybody wishes to know how to become beautiful both male an41
full mstruct10ns for constructmg a wmdow garden either in town female. The secret is simple, and almost costless. 'Read this b~
or country, and the most approved methods for raising beautiful and be convinced how to become beautiful.
fl:owers at home. The most complete book of the kind ever published.
BIRDS AND ANIMALS.
No. 3_0. HO:W TO ,COOK.-One of the most instructive books
No._ ~. HOW_ '.rO K~EP BIRDS.-Handsomely illustrated anil
on cookmg ever published. It_ contains_ reci'pes for cooking meats, contammg full mstrnct10ns for the management and training of ti!!&
fish, game. and oysters; also pies, puddmgs, cakes and all kinds of canary, mockingbird, bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc.
pastry, and a grand collection of recipes.By one of our most popular
No. 39. HOW TO RAISE DOGS, POULTRY, PIGEON8 AN:ID
cooks.
RABBITS.-A usefal and instructive book. Handsomely illuC!>
No. 37. HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.-It contains information for trated. By Ira Drofraw.
everybody, boys, girls, men and women; it will _i;each you how to
No. 40. HOW TO l\IAKE AND SET TRAPS.~Including hinti:ll
make almost anything around the house, such as parlor ornaments on how to catch,moles, weasels, otter, rats, squirrels and bir~
brackets, cements,• Aeolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds.' Also how to cure skins. Copiously illustrated. By J. HarringtOl!I
Keene.
ELECTRICAL,
1
No. 46. HOW TO Ml,J(El AND USE-ELECTRICITY.-A de- - No. 50. HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANE\.fALS.-.E
book, giving instructions in collecting, preparing, mount!~
valuable
magnetism.
electro
and
electriS,ity
ecription of the wonderful uses of
together with full instructions for making Electric Toys, Batteries' and preserving birds, animals and insects.
No. .-54. HOW TO KEEP AND l\IANAGE PETS.-Giving com
etc. By George Trebel, A. M., M. D. Containing over fifty ii~
plet~ informa~ion as to the m_anner an_d,II1ethod of raising, keeping
lustrations.
_breedmg, an_d managmg all kmds of p~ts; also giving full
~ammg,
MAOHINES.-ConELECTRICAL
MAYill
No. 64. HOW TO
t a!ning ful1 directions for making electrical machines, induction instructi_ons for m!J-kmi: cages, etc. Fully explamed by twenty-eight
coils, dy,namos. and •many novel toys to be worked by electricity. illustrations, makmg 1t the most complete book of the kind ever
published.
By R. A.. R. Bennett. Fully illustrated.
fi
MISCELLANEOUS.
No. 67. H_OW 'I.'9 DO ELECTRICAL TRICKS.-Containing a
No. 8. HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST.-A um;ful and ID•
large collection of rnstructive and highly amusing electrical tricks
also exchemistry;
on
treatise
complete
a
giving'
book.
structive
'
together with illustrations. By A. Anderson.
periments in acoustics, mechanics, mathematics, chemistry, and directions for-making fireworks, colored fires, and gas balloons. ThiCI
ENT,ERTAI NM ENT.
No. 9. HOW TO BECOME A VEJNTRILOQUIST.-By Harrv book cannot be equaled.
No. 14. HOW TO MAKE CANDY.-A complete hand-book II'. ii'
Kennedy. ·The secret given away. Every intelligent bo:v. reading
this book of instructions, by a practical professor (delighti g multi- making.allkinds of candy, ice-creaII,!_..,syrup~essences, etc~ etc.
8±. ·HOW TO BECOME Ai,;- AUT.tlOR.-Containing full
No.
the
master
can
imitations),
wonderful
his
with
night
tudes every
art, and create any amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the information regarding choice of subjects, the use of words and tht1
manner of preparing and submitting manoscript. Also contain~
greatest book <'Ver published, and the~e•s millions ( of fun) in it.
No. 20. HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PART'I'.-A valuable information as to the neatness, ,legibility and general com•
of manuscript, essential to a successful author. By PrinC6
position
compendium
complete
.A
published.
just
book
little
very valuable
of games, sports, card diversions, comic recitations, etc., suitable -Hiland.
for parlor or drawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the · No.,38. HOW TO BECOME. YOUR OWN DOCTOR.-A woiil<>
derful book. containing useful and practical information in thil
money·than an:v hook published.
No. 35. HO\V TO PLAY GAMES.-A complete and useful little treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments common to ever,
book, containing the rules, and re_gulations of billiards, bagatelle, family. .A.bounding in useful and effective recipes for general com•
plaints.
backgammon, croquet. dominoes, etc.
No. · 55. HOW TO COLLECT STA:\fPS AND COINS.-Colll
No. 36. HOW TO SOLVEJ CONUNDRUMS.-Containing all
the leading conunc!ru'ms of the day, amusing riddles, curious catches taining valuable information regarding the collecting and arrangin
of stamps and coins. . Handsomely illustrated.
,
and witty sayings.
No. 58. HOW '.rO BE A DETECTIVE.-B:v Old King Brad:,0
No. 52. HOW TO PLAY CARDS.-A complete and handy little
the world-known detective. In which he lays down some valuabli
CribEuchre,
playing
for
directions
full
and
book, 11:iving the rules
bnge. Casino, Forty-Five, Rounce, .Pedro Sancho, Draw Poker, and sensible rules for beginners, and also relates some adventure=i
..Auction Pitch, All Fours, and many· other popular games of cards. and experiences of well-known detectives.
No. 60. HOW TO BECO:'.\IE A PHOTOGR.A.PHER.-ContalmNo. 66. HOW TO DO POZZLES.-Containing over three hnndred interesting puzzles and conundrums. with key to same. .A ing useful information regarding the Camera and how to work iq
also how to make Photographic l\Iagic Lantern Slides and othet
·
complete book. Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson.
Transparencies. Handsomely illustrated. By Captain W. De W ,
Abney.
ETIQUETTE.
No. 62. HOW TO BECOllIE A WEST POINT MILITARY
No. 13. HOW TO DO IT; OR, BOOK OF ETIQUETTE.-It CADE'f.-Containing
full explanations how to gain admittanc11,
is a great life secret, and one that every young man desires to know course of Study, Examinations.
Duties, Staff of Officers, Po•t
all nbout. There's happiness in it.
Fire Department, and all a boy should!
Regulations,
Police
Guard,
No. 33. HOW 7:1.'0 REHAVE.-Containing the rules and etiquette
author
of good society and the easiest and most approved methods of ap- know to be a Cadet. Compiled and written by Lu Senarens,
"How to Become a Nava l Cadet."
pearing to good advantage at parties, balls, the theatre, church, and of No.
BECO:\IE A NAVAL CADET.-Complete inTO
HOW
63.
in the drawing-room.
structions of bow to gain admission to the Annapolis Nan.I
Academy. Also containing the course of instruction, descriptioa
DECLAMATION.
N o. 27. HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECITATIONS. of grounds and buildings, historical sketch. and everything a -bo1
· - Containing the most popular selections in use, comprising Dutch should kno'lf !O become an officer in the United States Navy. Com•
dialect, French dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect pieces, together piled and written by Lu Senarens, author of "How to Becoms !9
West Point Military Cadet."
iJV!llb many standard readings.
0

0

•

PRICE 10 CENTS- EACH, QR 3 FOR 25 CENTS.
Address FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square. New York.
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--- Latest Issues
"WILD
COLORED

WEST

~

WEEKLY"

A MAGAZINE CONTAINING STORIES, SKETCHES, ETC., OF WESTERN LIFE
COVERS
32 PAGES

PRICE 5 CENTS

145 Young Wild West and the Cavalry King; or, The Race 250 Young Wild West at Fire Hill; or, How Arietta Saved the

I

with a Rival Rider.

Flag.

246 Young Wild West and the Sioux Scalpers; or, How Arietta 251 Young Wild West and the Greaser Giant; or, "Mexican

Saved Her Life.

Mike's" Mistake.
252 Young Wild West at Skeleton Ranct; or, Arietta and the
the Cowboy Gang.
Death Trap.
/
248 Young Wild West's Box of Bullion; or, Arietta and the 253 Young Wild West's Gold Grip; and How He Held the
Overland Robbers.
Ciaim.
249 Young Wild West-'s Bareback Beat; or, The Boss Boy of 254 Young Wild West and the Gray Gang; or, Arietta's Darthe Broncho Busters.
ing Device.
247 Young Wild West and the Rival Scouts; or, The Raid of

''WIDE

''
AW
AKE
WEEKLY
CoNTAJNING STORIES OF BoY FIREMEN.
32 PAGES.

COLORED COVERS.

PRICE 5 CENTS.

63 Young Wide Awake's Cascade of Flame; or, Within an Inch 68 Young Wide Awake's Powder Mill Blaze; or, Breaking

Through a Wall of Flame.

of a Fiery Death.

64 Young Wide Awake's Fire Fight; or, Holding up the Bel- 69 Young Wide Awake and the Fire Queen; or, At the Mercy

of a Fiend.
mont Life Savers.
65 Young Wide A wake's Bravest Rescue; or, Snatching a Vic- 70 Young Wide Awake's Battle With Neptune No. 2; or, The
Mean Trick of Rivals.
tim from Death's Jaws.
66 Young Wide Awake's Junior Firemen; or, Skip and Ted 71 Young Wide Awake's Lightning Truck Work ; or, Daring
Death With Ladders.
at Their Best.
67 Young Wide Awake's Big Reward; or, Caught in a Blazing 72 Young Wide wake's Steeple Blaze; or, The Hardest ·work
Wreck.
of All.

"FAME AND FORTUNE WEEKLY"
COLORED COVERS

STORIES OF BOYS WHO MAKE MONEY
32 P.aGES

PRICE 5 CENT9

84 From Rags to Riches; or, A Lucky Wall Street Messenger. 93 A Freak of. Fortune; or, The Boy Who

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

Struck Luck.
On His Merits; or, The Smartest Boy Alive.
94 The Prince of Fortune; or, A Big Deal for Big Money.
Trapping the Brokers; or, A Game Wall Street Boy.
95 Starting His Own Business; or, The Boy Who Caught On.
A Million in Gold; or, The Treasure of Santa Cruz.
96 A Corner in Stock; or, The Wall Street Boy Who Won.
Bound to Make Money; or, From the West to Wall Street. 97 First in the Field; or, Doing Business for Himself.
The Boy Magnate; or, Making Baseball Pay.
98 A Broker at Eighteen; or, Roy Gilbert's Wall Street Career.
Making Money; or, A Wall Street Messenger's Luck.
99 Only a Dollar; or, l<..,rom Errand Boy to Owner.
A Harvest of Gold; or, The Buried Treasure of Coral Island. 100 Pr~e & Co., Boy Brokers; or, The Young Traders of Wall
On the Curb; or, Beating the Wall Street Brokers.
Street.

For sale by all newsdealers, or will be sent to any address on receipt of price, 5 cents per copy, in money or postage stamps, by

FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher,

24 Union Square, N. Y.

IF YOU WANT ANY BACK NUMBERS
of our Weeklies and cannot procure them from newsdealers, they can be obtained fro rn this office direct.

Cut out and fill
in the following Order Blank and send it to us with the price of the weeklies you want and we will send them to you by
return mail. POSTAGE STAMPS TAKEN THE SAME AS MONEY.

. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . : ................... ......... ... ........ ............ ........... .............. .

FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Squa,re, New York.
. ......... ........ ..... .. . 190
DEAR Sm-Enclosed find ...... cents for which please send me:
·.... copies of WORK AND WIN, Nos .................... . ............. .. ........................... ... •
"
" WIDE AW AKE WEEKLY, Nos .......... , ......•............ .. ....................... . , .•
"
" ,vILD WEST WEEKLY, Nos ..................•........... ... .... . ........... ..... ·. ·..•..
"
" THE LIBERT'Y BOYS OF '76, Nos ................... .... .................... ..... · ..... .
''
'' PLUQI-C. AND LUCK, Nos .............. .. ............. . ..................... .. ......... .
''
'' SECRET SERVICE, Nos ..... .... .......... ......... .. .................................. .
"
" FAME AND FORTUNE WEEKLY, Nos ...................... . ..... , . . .... . .. . ... . ... ..•.•
''
'' Ten-Cent Hand Books, Nos .. ....... . .............. . ...................... ........ • • .. • • . •
Name ............................ Street and No .................. Town .......... State ...... .. ......• •

THE LIBERTY BOYS OF '76

A. Weekly ~l agazine containing Stories of the , A111erican Revolutio11
By HARRY MOORE.
These stories a re based on actual facts and giYe a faithful account of the exciting adventures of a brave band of Ame1
ican youths who were always ready and willing to imperil thei r lives for the sake of helping along the gallant cause c
1
Independence. Every number will co nsist of 32 large pages of reading matter, bound in a beautiful colored cover.
LATEST

ISSUES:

2i7 The Liberty Boys at Blackstock 's: or, The Battle of Tyger River.
278 The Liberty Boys and the "Busy Bees·•; or, Lively '\\"ork all
Round.
270 The Liberty Boys and Emily Geiger; or, After the Tory Scouts.
280 The Liberty Boys' 200-i\Iile Retreat; or, Chased from Catawba to
Virginia.
281 The Liberty Boys' Secret Orde rs: or, The '!'rea son of Lee.
282 The Liberty Boys and the Hidden Avenger ; or, The i\lasked Man
of Kipp's Bay.
283 Th e Liberty Boys at Spring Hi ll: or. After Cluuy the 'l'raitor.
28cl 'l'il e Libe r ty Boys and Rebecca i\lottes; or, Fighting With Fire
Arrnws.
285 The Liberty Boys' Gallant Charge; or, The Bayonet. Fight at
Old Tappan.
286 The Liberty Boys· Daring Raid; or, Hot Times· at Verplanck's
Point.
287 The Libe rty Boys and Simon Kenton ; or, Fighting the British
on the Ohi o.
288 The Liberty Boys Beaten: or. Fighting at "Cock Hill'' Fort.
28fl '.l.'he Liberty Boys and ~Iajor Kelly; or, The Brave Bridge-Cutter.
290 Th,eJt,1t·,_inbeee1· t_.y_ Boys' Deadsbot Band; or, General \\" ayue and the
11 1
18
291 Tb1~1a1f!berty Boys at Fort Schuyler; or, The Idi ot of German
292 '.l.'he Liberty Boys Out \Yith H erkimer; or, Fighting the Battle
of Oriskany.
293 The Liberty Boys and :.\Ioli Pitcher; or. The Brave Woman Gun•
ner.
2fl4 Tbe Liberty Boys' Bold Dash; or, The Skirmish at Peekskill Bay.
2\l5 'l'he Liberty Boys and Ilochambea u: or. Fio;h1i11g with lfrench Allies.
296 The Liberty Boys at Staten Island; or. Spying U pon the British.
207 The Liberty Boys '\\'i th l'utnam; or, Good \York in the l\utmeg
State.
2U The Liberty Boys' Re,enge: 01·. Punishin!'(' thP Tori es.
299 Th e Liberty Ho)·s nt llnnrl erbPr!?; or, Th e Fnll nf the T·Ti!'hlanrl Forts.
300 The Liberty Boys with Wayne; or, Daring Deeds at Stony Point.
301 Th e Liberty Boys as Cavalry Scouts; or, The Charge of 11·ashington's
Brigade.
302 'l'h e L1be ny Boys on YW ancl fl: or. Th e Patriot of the Delaware.
303 The Liberty Boys' GaJl'![nt Stand: or. n oun ding up the Red coats.
304 Tbe Liberty Boys Outflank ed: or, Th e r:attle of Fort :.\[iffiln .
305 The Liberty Boys' Hot Fight: or. Cutting Their Way to Freedom.
306 'l'h e Liberty Boys· :-Sight Attack: or, Fighting the Johnson
Greens.
307 "be Libe rty Boys and Brave Jane M'C rea ; or, After the Spy of
Hubbard ton .
:1 ° ~ Th e Libe1·ty T'o)·s at' 'l'l"e tzell's 1Iill: or. Ch eatrd by the British.
300 Th e Liberty Boys '\\"ith Daniel Boone; or, The Battle of Blue
Li cks.
3J O Th e T,iberty Boys' Girl Allies: or, The Pat riot Sisters of '76.
311 The Libe rty Boys' H ot Rally; or, Changing Defeat into \· ictory.
31 2 The Liberty Boys Disappointed; or, Routed by the Redcoats.
313 Th e Liberty Roys· Narrow Escape ; or, Getting out of :'sew York.
314 The Libe rty Boys at Sag Harbor ; or, The Liveliest Day on Record.

:uo 'l'he Li berty Boys in Danger : or. Warned in the Xick of T:ra,
31G 'l'he Li berty Boys· l•'ailure; or. 'l'ryiug to Catch a Traitor.
317 The L iberty Boys at Fort H erkimer; or, Out Against the n,
skins.
318 The Liberty Boys' Dark Day; or, In the Face of Defeat.
319 The Liberty Boys at Quaker Hill ; or, Lil'ely 'l'imes in Lit\
Rhode J stand.
320 The Liberty Boys· Fi erce Charge; or, Dri,ing Out the Tories.
321 Tile Liberty Boys· Hidden Foe : or. \\'orking in the Dark.
32 2 '!'Ile Liberty Boys· Hun of Luck; or, Makiug lhe J.:est of E,·e1
thing.
323 The Liberty Boys· Combination; or, Out '\\"itil Three Great G,
erals.
324 Th e Liberty Boys at Sunbury: or, A Hard Illo"· to Hear.
3 25 The Liberty Boys in ~Ianbattau ; or, Keep ing 'J'ileir Eyes on ,
Il eu ry.
326 The Liberty Boys' Defence: or. The L'gbt on Dottle Hill.
3 2 -, Tile Liberty Boys after Simon Girty: or, Cilasiug a Hencgad,•.
3 2 8 Tile Liberty Boys \Yith General Stark; or, Helping the Gt·t
Mountain Boys.
329 'l' be Liberty Boys at Kingston: or, The ~Ian with the Sih
Bull et.
330
~
Tb e Liberty Boys' Best Effort: or. \\' inning a tn bborn Figbt.
~31 The Liberty Boys at Fort Clinton; or. Fighting on Land a
332 Th~-af~~-erty Boys on the Ob io; or, After tile Iledskins.
333 'l'he Liberty Boys' Double Besl'lle: OI' . Afte r the 'L'ory h1cl1rnpp e334 The Liberty Boys· Silent :.\lurch; or, The Iletreat from 'J'ieoLtl,
oga.
335 '.l.' bl11r~ferty
Boys Fighting Ferguson; Ol', Leagued With !'tran
336 Th L'b t B
d b S
t
~kin~e~!~_Y
oys an t e ·nen
cou s: or, Driving Out t
337 The Liberty Boys· \ \"inning Yolley; or, Fighting Along the
hawk .
338 Tbe Libe rty Boys and the Hess! an Giant; or, The Battle o[ Le
Cbamplnin.
•
339 Th e Liberty Boys· ~lidnigbt Sortie: or, Within an Inch of C,
ture.
340 The Libertr Boys on Long Island : or, Repulsing the. \\"ha
boat Raide rs.
341 The Liberty Boys· Secret Enemy; or. Exposipg the Gunpo,n
Plot.
3cl2 The Liberty Bors on the Firing Line; or, Chasing the no;
Greens.
343 The Liberty Boys and Sergeant Jasper: or, The Engagement
Charleston Harbor.
344 The Libe rty Boys With ~lercer's Riflemen: or, Holding the !d
coats at Bay.
345 The L ibe rty Boys After Logan ; or, The Raid o! the ~lingo :
di ans.
346 The Liberty Boys on Spec ial Duty; or, Out n' itb i\Iariou·s S\l'a1
Foxes.
347 The Liberty Boys and the French Spy; or, The Battle of II,
kirk's Hill.
348 The Liberty Boys at Reedy Fork; or, Keeping the British P
z led.
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